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PREFACE

I har e irre n persuaded to prepare this ,,Holy Land pic_
rrr:ar [iuide^'. thar these Sacred places might be brought
::rirc :et:::itei'r 3n.1 intpres-sivelv to the ntinds of my friends
aii,l :Lrrs.

I: -. .,;i;:i,;ird e:pecially. to those who cannot behold
rn i:":r-. i-. rhe-.e Holt Places but can in this way see thent

pii-,',,'.',:,r I-i.,rlor-r, as a guide to rvhat thcl,should be
i',. ;l-..i *-e lrhile herc.

I: prorides therl u'ith a priceless trcasurc in picturc,
r' iih a brief historical setting of each place, gleaned from
v,r,:untei of records, requiring months of tendious research,
r.hich rher mar,retain as a memorandum and, take honrc
f,,,r their friends.

It also helps thc reader to refresh his Biblical and his-
torical knorvledge, of the Land of the Biblc.
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"And thou shalt be a crotiltl ol Glory hL

the ha.nd ol the Lord. an da roynl diadern

in thc hand ol thy God. T-hou .rhalt no

trtorc bc tcrnt.ed t'orsakcn, n.either shalt thy
ktnd be oll)) more termcd dt:srtlatc, bul
thott .shalt bc caLlr:d Hef hzi-bah, rLnd thy
land Beulah, lor the Lord deli{hteth in
thce, and th1 kntd shalL bc tttARRItiD. bor
os a !oun.! mon marricth a uirgin,.ro shall

thy .rons marry thec, tmd as the bridc-
groom re joice th ouer the bride so .rhall thy
God rc joice orter the c"' 

Isaiari 62 :3 to 5

(]HAPTER ONE

The Ho$ Larud,

fit Lrr-,ufitr\- once krrown as the "PROMISED
Lt\tr" :i,-,r'ing rvith Milk and Honey is now partly
krc,"lla= ISRAEL.

I:. ier,tral iocation in the Middle East has given it
: f€rrrsncnt role in the spiritual, commercial and
i:rd:e:i{, ronnection between Mesopotamia and the
r,:leiri.'uring countries on one side, and F)gypt and
:h- \:r'ican territories on the other.

The Book of Cenesis (Old Testament) tells the story
,'i the Patriarch Abraham, a native of UR of the
t-haldeans, who settled in this country approximately
in the nineteenth century B.C. His descendants "THE
t.HILDREN OF ISRAEL," after a four hundred-year
erile in Egypt, have returned to their country undel
the l"adership of Moses and Joshua. After a forty-
vear journey through the Sinai l)esert and the Modb
\lountains, they crossed the Jordan and conquered
JERICHO, some time during the fourteenth century
ts C. They gradually occupied the whole country until
the LAND OF ISRAEL, as it has always been known
and called in l{ebrew, spread both sides of the Jordan,
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THE LAND DIVIDED. AND BULED BY KINGS
'l'he courttr') \ras tlivitletl between the twelve tribes

of ISRAEL, and for: four hundred years was ruled by
the Judges. (.onstanl wars against the Philistines on

the Coast eventually re-sulted in the formation of a

Kingciom. The first Nlonarch rvas SAUL, a great
organizel and rrarrior, who wa-. famous for his vic'
tories. He fell in the Battle of Mount CILBOA in his

final stluggle against the Philistines, and was suc-

r:eeclerl, approrimately in the year 1050 B'C. by Da-

rid. l)arirl lulerl from }lebron as his temporary ca-

pital for se\.en vears.'Ihen tlefeatecl the Jebusites,
occupierl Jeru-alem and built the original Citadel of
Zion, rrhich became known as the City of David. He

built the Ror-al Palace on N{ount Zion, antl w}ren ht:

rlietl rr as bulietl w,itlrin tIre city.

,'IF I I-ORCET THEE O .IERUSALT:KI LI:T frTY

RIGIIT H.1\l) FORCET HER CLtl{!il!'lc. IF I
I)O \oT REI,IE]I,TBER TIIEE, I,ET LTY TO\'.
CL!T, Ct,EAVE TO THI: ROOF OF IITY ]IIOTJTH,

IF I PREFER \OT IERUSAT,I,:1I,T AB)T/E MY
CHIEI" .lOY'." l'salms 137.

"Bt:autiful t'or situation, thc joy ot' tht
ti.,hole earth i.t Mout Zion on thc .ride.r ot'

thc north-. the Citt, ,, ,0, 
"rrlr,iolr^*rrii,O

c

N

v

g
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David was succeeded by his son SOLOMON, who

was responsible for the erection of the First Temple,

as a shrine to contain the Tablets bearing the TEN
COMMANDEMENTS received by MOSES on Mt. Si-

nai, and the Ark of the Covenant.

TEN TNIBES REVOLT, THE KINGDOM DIVIDED

Solomon ruled for forty years, and was succeeded

by his son Rehoboam. But shortly afterwards, how'
ever, ten of the Tribes of Israel revolted, founded a
new Capital at SHECHEM (the present city of NAB-
LUS in Samaria), and proclaimed'a new Kingdom of
ISRAEL under Jeroboam. The Kingdom ended in its
two-hundred-and-fifty-year-old career when it was
conquered by the Assyrians, who over-run the country
and took the inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom
into captivity, 722 B'C.

The Southern Kingdom, which became known as

the Kingdom of Judah, was ruled from Jerusalem by
the descendants of the House of f)avid until the coun-
try was invaded by the Babylonians under their ruler
Nebuchadnezzar, who destroyed Jerusalem 606 B.C.,
burned the Temple on the Ninth Day of Jewish month
of AB, and marched most of the inhabitants away

into Babylon where they have been enslaved. Fifty
years later, Cyrus, the Persian conqueror of Babylon
issued a Proclamation allowing the Children of Israel
to return to their Homeland, the LAND OF ISRAEL
and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. The first conti-

13

gent returned under the leadership of Zerubabel and
the High Priest Joshua, another group returned later
under the leadership of Ezra the Scrite, 457 B.C.

IIEHEMIAH BUILDS THE WALL

. Tbe cirt rsalls of Jerusalem were rebuilt by Ne_
Ler:ria. '^ho had been appointed Governor of thl city
l.r :he Persians. Under him, the population *u. gu:
irrei i,rsrhsl and Ezra the Sciibl read them Ihe
La^': ;,i \Io-s rr-hich they undertook to observe (Ne-
::'r:3 vii-rl. -{ high Council of seventy, known as
:-se Sa-'rnedrin, with the High Priest as chairman, was
ap,p:'in:ed to rule over the spiritual and temporal af-
ia:r=. The Holy LAND rem,ained a persian province
:or approrimately two-hundred-years, until it was
c,.,nr;uered by Alexander the Great of Macedonia in
te r.ear 333 8.C., Daniel 8th chapter.

TIIE LA}ID PASSES UNDER EdYPTIAN DOMIilIOT
-\fter the death of Alexander the Great the country

c'ame under the domination of Egypt. In the year l9b
B.C. the land was captured by Seleucid King lf Syria.
His successor, Antiochus Epiphanes, attempt"ed to:up-
press Judaism by force, to impose the-Hellenistic
rCreek) form of worship in its place and to convert
rle Temple to a pagan shrine. Matthias, a priest and
a member of the Hasmonean family, succeeded in
rousing the people against Antiochus's edicts, and the
resulranr rebellion, known as the Revolt of ihe Ma"-
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a:ice: I a nanle coined from the initial letter.s of the
:ri,ei. :l,,gan \\'HO IS LIKE UNTO THEE O LORD),
,,',fr:nre\\ the regime of Antiochus in Judea and re-
::,-.:erj the Temple to Judaism. The Feast of Hanukah
I-ltlHTit is being celebrated to commemorate to

r..-,:.1. the re-dechcation, and cleansing of the sanc-
:-::..'. ":ter 2300 evening and morning sacrifices hacl
:=-: ii.c.-,ntinued. See Daniel 8:14.

_ I,uring the rule of the Hasmonean dynasty, the
..I,:;; remained independent and their frontiers were
rie: eriended through conquest. Then during a pro-
-,:,:ti civil war beween two brothers, Heracanus and
.\:-=:,-,bulus the 2nd, the Roman General Pompey in-
:'::',q16fl. occupied the whole country, and in the year;-i B.L. made it a Roman tributary. Antipater, an
E.i,-,rnite, member of a Transjordan tribe who had
i.en converted to Judaism under the Hasmoneans,
-^ r. appointed Procurator of Judea. He was succceed-

:c bl- his son Phazaelus, but in the year 37 B.C. the
Rr,imans replaced the latter by his brother Herod I
'knor,'n as the Great), founder of the Edomean Dy-
:,astv rrho ruled for thirty three years. He succeeded
.n ertending the existing boundaries of the country
and beautified the city of Jerusalem with gardens and
lalaces. His greatest achievement was the rebuilding
i,f the five-hundred-year-old Temple of Zerubabel,
.ihich he made the most magnificent structure in the
, ,-,untr)-, and which was always known as the Second
Temple. \fter the death of Herocl the Great in the
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year 4 ts.C. the cout-ttry was tlividtrd betweert his lhree

sons, Archelaus, Antipas and Philip. (See note 1).

HEROD DIES AND HIS SON ARCHELAUS
IS DEPOSED

In the year 6 A.D. ,trchelaus was deposed by the

Romans, and territories under his rule Judea, Sa-

maria and lclumea were placed under a Roman Pro-
curator, a Senator called Coporrius. This Roman pro-
curator immediateiy issued a proclamation making

the District of Judea, Samaria and Idumea a part of
the Roman province of Syria under its Governor Cy-

renius. He lvas succeeded by a series of Roman Pro-
curators, the best known of them being Pontius Pilate,
who was appointed by the Emperor Tiberius in the

year 25 A.D. and it was under him that the events told
ln the Gospels took place, and it was he who sentenced

Jesus Christ to be crucified. Pontius also put dowr'

various revolts among the inhabitants with the utmost

severity, and was finally relievecl of his post and sent

back to Rome for trial after he had massacrecl thou-

sands of Samaritans.

Note 1. There are more than twelve noted historicai writers

who have given the date of the birth of Jesus at 4 B'C', stating

that this present era should commence at that time'

The death of Herod, and his son Archelaus being removed

from the throne 6 A'D. fulfills the sign given by the prophet

Isaiah of Jesus being the promised Messiah. Isaiah ?:14-16'

t7

fie Roman Emperor Claudius appointed Murulus
i':, *:'.rraior in succession of Pilate, but in addition
:.=,:e \s:rippa. son of Aristobulus and the niece of
i:'. ,: ::e Creat. King of Judea.

T}TE DESTRUCTION OF THE SECOND TEMPLE
r-:::-rra began his reign with the repeal of the

] -- T.r irnpr-r=ecl by the Roman Procurators, thus
::-:.-:.a ; 3,it,d deal of popularity, which in general
:.:,'::-.i t iih him during the whole period of his
:-,=.. i{-i no.t important work in Jerusalem was the
r:::..-:-,-,: a rsall in the northern side of the city,
^:--: :: u=uallr- known as the Third Wall. After the

-:= -,: -\3rgrippa the city was subjected again to the
----. : lne Roman Procurators. These culminated in
l-- ::= tles=ius, n'hose rule was so oppressive that
. =' = :tbelled in the famous Judean War, which came
' .:- end in the year 70 A.D. when Titus captured
.:-r H,:,lv Citr- Jerusalem and burned down the Tem-
:,t. again traclitionally on the Ninth Day of the Jew-
.-: month -\B. During the siege of Jerusalem a spiri-
::ei leader named Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakai managed
: , e:cape from the city to Yavneh near Ascalon in the
Juiean Plains, where he established a Rabbinical
\iademr-, rrhich then became the only center of Ju-
,iai.m and Theological learning. In the year 132
\.D during the reign of the Roman Emperor Had-
:lan. Bar Kohba led the retrellion against the Romans

":.,1 frrr three years rulecl the Jews, until he was final-
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1-t -,'r't.-. i',',;:: of the Temple Area. calied the Wailing Walt

', :::t.:.:ed br- Hadrian in the year 135 A.D. After
-:-... Hadrian razed Jerusalem literally to the ground
.: j i'uili a ne\! city on the site, which he called Aelia
'.=:,:.'-,lina. He then errected a Roman Temple, con-

.-:-ins a statue of himself, on the site of Herod's
.=:-rle. Jeu's uere forbidden to enter the city on pain
: ,ieaih, although Christians were permitted to re-

.-,ie in Jerusalem, whiie in other parts of the Roman
t=-i,i." they nere persecuted. Little is known of the
:--::,-Ir)' of the country during the following two hun-
r:.,1 lears. See Luke 2l:24-36.

Seleral historical writers mention the miraculous
i:,:ape of the believers in, and followers of Jesus
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(Hebrew Yahshua), when Jerusalm was besieged by
the Romans 70 A.D. Before his ascension he had
warned them of the total destruction of the temple
and to flee into the mountains. (Matt. 24zL'2O). By
following'this warning they fled to the town of Pela,
near the Dead Sea, escaping thie most terrible siege,

wherein it is said that upwards of six hundred thou-
sand Jews perished.

ITTE ONIGIN OF THE TALMUD

- Itiwas in the Second Century A.D' that the famous
habbi Yehuda Hanassi compiled the Mishnah, a com-
mentary and explanation of the Pentateuch, the work
was continued by his followers, in the body of work
known as the Gemarah or TALMUD. In the year 313
A.D. under King Constantine the Great, a large
number of Churches were built by the Emperors mo-
ther Helena on the sites of the HoIy places and com-
pleted during the same reign. In the year 362 A.D. the
Roman Emperor Julian the Apostate gave the Jews
permission to rebuild the Temple, but he died before
this could be carried out.

THE MOHAMMEDATI ANAB INVASION

For nearly three hundred years under the Roman
and later Byzantine rule, the country enjoyed peace.
This period of calm came to an end when Chosarus II
of Persia after over-running Syria and Asia Minor,
invaded and conquered the LAND OF ISRAEL, and

?t

:*e i ::re countrv for fifteen years, with the consent
;: =:.: ,:,: ihe inhabitants. After his death the Byzan-
:::-= E=:er,:,r Hr-raculus conquered the country, but
:-:':,:.:j:,j :n holding it only up to the Arab invasion
iI -t. ]l-,nammedans, which began with the "He-
.:: . ill \.D. recognized by all authors as the be-
:----:-: . : :::e \lohammedan era" The year 627 Mo-
:-:-,=.: ,j.ieated the armies of o'Abu Safyan", in his
;:--:- -:-i i .i:,rrl knorvn as the ttCampaigne of the
T:.:--:". L,1 with \ledina captured the same year, his
.-:.:,.--: :r pLrrrer was undisputed. Choosing his 12
::,-:-.: ::- :nmitation to that of Jesus, and knowing
--:: --. Je.'. '"ho rsere again assembled at Jerusalem,
:-: : :='t:ei him, he ordered his hosts to pray
::- :--e. dailv facing the Holy Land, hoping
:": -:e Je;''s would accept him as their Messiah. Be-
.-: :-.irpointed, however, he invoked God's blessing

-:".: ri= armies, and as "Salles' History of Moham-

=t'i.::l=m" states, "He then sent them forth upon their
:-.r- nission of capturing Jerusalem." This was ac-
.-r-:,iished 632 to 638, the exact date varying by
i-ie:ent authors. The Greek Patriarch Sophornius
-:e:ed the gates to the Khalif "Omar", and the whole
-,:,'i:T:rv came under Arab rule, with most of the exist-
::3: i-hurches becoming Mosques' In the year 691 the
::e:ent "Dome of The Rock" as a Mohammedan

=::ine rr'as built by the Khaliph - Abdel Malik Ibn
F.::liC. replacing the wooden mosque, on the site of
::e i,',rmer Jertish temple.



THE CONOUEST OF THE CRUSADERS

The Arabs ruled this country until the year LO99

A.D. when the Crusaders, under the leadership of
Count Godfrey de Boulion, conquered the HoIy Lando

and established the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. This
Kingdom lasted for nearly a century, during which
the Crusaders built Churches and Monasteries as well
as Castles and Fortifications. In the year 1187, how-
ever, they were defeated by Saladin at the Horns of
Hattin in the hill country o[ Lower GaIiIee, and even-

tually driven out of the country. Then the Holy Land

came under the rule of Saladin's Dynasty, known as

the Mameluke Kings.

THE FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF TURKISH RULE

In the year 1517 AD. the Ottoman (Turkish) Sul-
tan Selim the First conquered the Holy Lancl. His ''uc-
ce-qsor', Suleiman the Magnificent rebuilt the walls of
Jerusalem in the year' 1542, and it is his structure
that exists.

During the four-huttdrerl-years of Turkish rule, the

country was ieft desolate, barren and uncultivated.
Towards the end of the 19th Century A.D. however a

new epoch began. Many cultural centres have been

established, as well as Agricultural Schoois the first
and largest is MIKVEH ISRAEL (The hope of Is-
rael) in the year 1870. A few years later a group of
Jews from Jerusalem founded an Agricultural Settle-
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ment called PETAH TIKVAH (The Gate of hope).
In the year IB82 a group of young Jewish intelects
from Russia known as "BILU" after the initial letters
l'rom a Hebrew phrase meaning "LE'f tJS C0 tlP
TO THE HOUSE OF JACOB," established several
farming settlements. Many more Jewish Agricultural
Settlements were founded on lancl owned by the fam-
ous Baron Edmond de Rothschild, who made himself
responsible for the maintenance of these settlements
until they became self-supporting.

THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION
AND THE BRITISH MANDATE

The Zionist Organization (The Jewish National Re-
demption Movement), founded by the late Dr. T'he-

odor Benjamin Herzl, was started in the year 1897 as

a purely political body, and it was only in the year
19i)6 A.D that the movement began to take active part
in colonization. The oppression of the Jews in Czarist
Russia in the year 1905 A.D. started the flow of Jew-
ish Immigration into the Holy Land, and the immi-
grants became pioneers of the Jewish wolking move-
ments in the country. During the First.World'War ancl

rvhen the British occupied the Holy Land in Dec. 19I7
and the Balfour Declaration promising a Jewish Na-
tional Home was recognized by the League of Na-
ions, the real work of building the National Home
began with vigour. in the yeal 1922 A.D. the British

L.tural Settlentent in the hills of ludea
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(]overnment was entt'ttstetl r.vitlt the Nl[anclale on the

Holy Land.

EXTRACT TROM THE MANDATE

"The Council of the League of Nations" :

"Whereas the I'rincipal Allietl Powers have ag,reetl,

for the purpose of giving the eflect to the provisions
of Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Na-
tions, to entru-qt the Mandatory selected by the said

Powers the Administration of the Territories of the

Holy Land, which formerly belonged to the Turkish
Empire, within such boundaries as may be frred by

them; and Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have

also agreed that the Manclatory should be responsible
for the putting into effect the Declaration originally
made in November 2nd 1917, by the Government of
His Britanic Majesty, and adopted by the said Pow-

ers, in favour of the establishment in the Holy Land
a Nationai Home for the Jewish People", etc. etc.

Since that time, the Jewish Population in the Holy
Land has increased from about 50.000 to about One

Miliion and Six Hunrlred Thousand. The Agricultural
Settlements from a handful, to over six hundred. A
wicle network of Medical Cenlers Hospitals and Cli-
nics have been set up all over the country. Creat in-
dustrial enterllrises, as well as cultural institutions
have been established. The peak of the recent achieve-
ments has been the r:eclamation of the l'ast area known
as the N I'l (; I'lY t,rwarrl-* the Rerl Sea, which in the

t)i

: -:e Bezantines supported a flourishing popu-
: -: .ince their departure had elapsed into a

-=:. iI:11-13, also 62; Jer. 32:37-44, and
#.

"HE 
BIATH OF THE NATION ISRAEL

- :- ';-:,: i91{-t owing to prolonged unrest a joint
* :-::- . l,:r-r:-,-'3n Committee of Enquiry", produced
i :::..:' ::-,,,,:nmending INTER-ALIA, the repeal of
',- -T:-.. P.i,er" of 1939 A.D., and the subsequent
"-: i -.:-: .: Lancl Transfer Regulations. Also the
:r-T:.::: ='-'i3ris=ion of OI{E-HUNDRED-THOU-
: r-\l .l='," -=r Immigrants from Europe being the
'--- r:-: =::e: :he \azi regime as well as the recogni-

: : :-t H,-,lr' Land as an International, rather than
.-',---,:--:-: an Arab and Jewish state. Britain did

:-i..:,: ihe Report, and in the year 1947 A.D.
::- -i-: =at matter before the Ceneral Assembly of-. I-':,-:r,i \ations. An inquiry Committee known as-t l- \St-OP (Lnited Nations Special Committee on
-e Ii..i.- Lancl), after visiting the country in the Sum-
:,:: .: l9-l; -\.f). recommencled by a majority the
---::--:.e:;un of the Mandate ancl the partition of the
:: -r L"nd into a Jewish and an Arab State. The Re-
., :. ira. confirmed by thirty three votes to thirteen
-. :::t -\s.emblr- on the thirteenth day of l\ovember
- -li. \.D.

I:,.:,iie of the unerpected difficulties ancl unbeliev-
.-,- ,,i,.r.lcles the State of Israel was proclaimed on

--:!-
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,,.i. ul tht' thin.q.t that zuerc said to me. Wt:
'. , tht houst: ol tht, Lord. Our feet rL'€re

'ir, t,ttrt, Oh .l trutuLtnt.

, . hall lall b1' thL t'd!:e ot' tlx: .sttt'ord, and
; ::ir tr_i' tabiii'L inio all natiort.s, and Jeru-

it, throddcn rlotull il.1' tht, GetLtiics untiL

' ;lt,' CtntiLt.r bt, lulfillcd".
Luke 21 :24

:.:'halL contr to pa.t.,: in thot da.l'that the
i. : . ir'I Hi.; ha.nl a.qoin 'l'ht 5'ccorrd Tirne .

:, r tl.Lt r.nt.itont of Hi.r ptopl.t ... ,|nd Hc
: itl o?t trt.ti!n Ior tht rrcitiori.; .rhull. a.rscmble

,-rt'ti,tf [.rratl, trti 1lttht:r iogetht:r the dis-

iludah, iront ihr lottr t-ttrntr-t of the

Isaiah 11:11, 12



CHAPTER'I'\VO

Ierusaletn tbe Ho$ Citl
"Pray for the peace ol JerutaLem ps. 122:6

Jerusalem is the Capital of the Holy Land. The

name which means the '"City of I'eace", identical with
Cananite "Urusalim" inscribed on the clay Tablets

dating approximateiy 1500 years B.C. which were

found in the year 1BB7 A.D. during the excavations

at Tel-El-Marna in Egypt. The first reference to Je-

rusalem found in the Old Testament is in connection

with Abraham meeting Melchizedek, King of Salem,

which was the name for the city at that time. The

Hebrew name of the city is "Ye-rushalyim", and in
Arabic EL-KUDS meaning The HolY.

King David captured the city of Jerusalem from
the Jebusites about 1050 B'(1. and made it his capital,

and soon after it became the mo-"t prosperous city in
the Land of Israel (Samuel 2, u.).After the death

of David, his son the rightful successor, King Solomon

enlarged and beautifiecl Jerusalem and built the First

Temple on Mount Nloriah where the Patriarch Abra-

ham brought his only son I-"aac to be -"acrificed' When

the Land 1f Israel rvas rlividerl into separate King-

:ll

: .] u,iah antl lsrael, Jt:rusalem r:erntrincrl
.'....- : Judah anrl Benjamin (Chron. xii). Ap-- : : :.-.' ::- the vear 970 B.C. the Egyptians under
-: -r-r : ,-,f their King Shishak, invaded and

---'-: -:,. ih,,le country, carried off the Temple
--r- -"--" :. nentioned in I Kings 14, and 2-

-- ''.,.. Ir the .vear 752 B.C. during the reign
i. -: ---::,:ii:h the city was again besieged, this

' - !-. j ---":,. under King Sennacherib. By reason
, --::-:. : -"sue smitting his army, the king with-

-- I N-rg= l8th chapter. King Hezekiah suc-

'-- -J -:- :,.-i.. thus bringing water inside the forti-
- - :*-.:ieti bv \ebuchadnezzar.

=E.USALEM UNDER THE ASSYRIANS
AND PERSIANS

.: := r'ear 6l-16 B.C. NebucharJnezzar of Babylon
:"-.=:i- :re citr- burst the fortificaions burned the
l-::-..:-,j ciestrol'ecl the greater part of the city after
r-- : .j,.,:rr--months siege. The majority of the inhabi-
:- -'^=:r kiilecl and the remnant clriven off into cap-
,, j Bei,r'lon. The King Zedekiah was blinded and

!r-.-. . Babrlon in chains, as it has been fortold by
'- i -- : :.: Jeremiah, and the Land of Israel hecame
-- -.:; :,,r ser.entv years. (2 Chronicles). The

-.:.-..::- i\'ere not permitted to return to Jerusalem
- .r-: ',ear 5lJ6 B.C. when the Persian King Cyrus

:' -. :.,r.:.ring Rabr'lon macle a llrorlamal.ir)n [)er-
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rnitting thcir t't'ttrlrt, atttI u. ,, 
".,,r..tquettce 

[]rtlil enli-

gration to the Holy Lancl began, aftel eractly 70 yeai's

2 (lhroni cle s,\(t :21-2i1.

JERUSALEM UNDER THE GRECIANS

A tlilect ilescen<lartt of the house of David, rvltost:

rrame wa-c Zelubalrel, was authot'i'tetl to rebuilcl tltc

'l'emple in Jerusalern. 'l'hcn later the city arlrl its for-
tifieci walls wr:r'e r:ebuild by the Nehemiah an<1 I'lzera'

The Lantl ol [-.rael \!as amolrg the contlue-sts t)f

Alerancler the ()r:eat, whti, holvever. tleated Jerusaleni
rvitir great lcsl)e(it ancl playetl in the 'l'emple' fJut in
the year 157 t].C. Antiocirus Iipiphanes triecl to inro-

d.,." l,uga,tisnt on the people by force, after failing
t.r acliieie his plan, for: a pei'iotl of [we]r'e years, he

rlestroyetl Jerusalem. His per-*ecution of Juclai-"m r:e-

sultecl in a r:ebellion under the Nlaccabees (Details in

I{oly Lantl Historical Survey), rvhich entled rvitli the

reoccup,ation tif the Holy City Jerusalern by the Jews'

The hoiy Sanctuary was tlesecratecl by Antiochus, who

in antipathy {'or the Jervs, offered a -"wine on the alter,

where the evening arttl morning sacri{ices were con-

rinually oflerecl. Following which tlesecration, thcre

were lrvo thousand three hunclrecl sacri{ices omitted

over a periorl ol eractly 1150 day''. S. Dan' U:9 to 14'

JERUSALEM UNDER THE ROMANS

l--ncler the Roman-" the r:ountry was a[ the beginning

Iulerl lly 'l'etrtirt:1t, the Jit'st tif trhom \\'&s all lilrlonlite
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called Antipater, the founder ol the Heroclian clvttas-

ty. In the year 36 B.C. Mark Anthony appointecl
Herod the Great, Kirrg of Judea. Under Herod, Jeru-
salem was enlarged and enriched with palaces ancl

spacious gardens, and the Second Temple was com-

pletely rebuilt. I-Ierod also built a fortified wall arountl
the city, as well as a fortress known as the Citaclel oi
Jerusalem, which contained three towers namecl af-
ter his br:other Phsaelus, Mariam the wife of Antipa-
ter, ancl his friend Hipp;;'-t"*. At the death of Herod,
Archelaus, his son by his wrfe Maltchae, succeeded his
father to the government of Judea, Samaria and Idu-
mea, but was deposed the year'6 A.D. Then the Roman
Plocurator of Caeserea named Sabius, occupied the

city in the name of the Emperor and proclaimed Jeru-
salem as tributary to Rome. In succession Roman
Procurators were appointed to rule and one of them
rvas Pontius Pilate. He was appointed by the Emperol
Tiberius in the year 25 of the Christian Era, ancl

was responsible for the Crucifiction of Jesus (lhrist.
Pontius Pilate continued to rule until the year 36 A.D.
when the Emperor Caligula, Tiberius's successor al)-
pointed Marulus in his piace. After the assasination
of Caligula the new Emperor Claudius appointed Ag-
grippa as the new King of Judea, being a grandson cf
Herod the Great. To protect the new quarters which
were built outside the original boundaries of Jerusa-
lem, Aggrippa built an additional part of the then

existing Northern wall.

35

::E SECOND TEMPLE DESTROYED
:-: :-- :. -.":r ,-,i \ggrippa, Jerusalem remained

*--:. :: : ::. -, ::1e Roman Plocurators and un-
:|.: -r :-::::-'.t regime of Florus Gessius the Jews
*l.:., --: -:, ',.i-:t '.ias knolvn as the Great Jewish

-' : . l-. -. \ t.,lasianus and his pagan hordes who
:r;-:*: - .:- ..-e Tenrple in the year 7O A.D. and
c-'-. - r- - : :he treasures to Rome. Many thou-

-.i-: :- ' :- " - '.'.:e crucified, others enslaved and the

ir- rr-- ". il :.":. \liiitary Galrison. Approximately
-:"-'- -=:.: :ilc,=e Jeu'-t left in the coutnry rebell-

-: -.: --!:r l..,-,ihba, who managed to maintain the_ : _ --__^--*":F. :--: :.. :nree vears. In the year 135 A.D. the

-i :. r- l::-:-:,,,r Hadrian crushed the rebellion, de-
i" ':- - ..:-r' ihe Holy City, and built a new city
I r :- "-.: ,"1,e.1 -\elia Capitolina, with a pagan Tern-
..: . ---,t .i:e r-rf the former Jewish Temple. He in-
:- ,:-.::: . =:recial Law forbidding the Jews to enter
.-*:--=.-::-.. and built numerous pagan Temples one of
':-t':- :.:-,-.:ed to \-enus which stood on the site of the
::i"-:,: ,-iurch of the Holy Sepulchre. Although the
.:r ^.: -r Rc,man occupation, however, it remained
r:: -. =. Jeru.alem and the Roman name Aelia Ca-
..--:-" ::aduallv dissappeared. The city was inha-

: ::-- ::- ".:1r bv Christians, and with the growing of
-r:-=:-.:.-:r- Jerusalem became the goal of pilgrimage
,' :.:-..:.r. fr,-.nr all parts of the World.
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In the year: il13 ,\.1). after the Rornan Itmpire ac-

cepted Christianity it u,as also recognized as the relig-
ion of the IIoly X,and. I)uring the reign of the F,mpress

I{elena, and her sorr the ltmireror Llonstantine, ntagni-
ficent Churche-. were built on the tratlitional Holy sites

of Christianity in Jerusalem anci Bethlehem. Peace

prevailecl in .lerusalem fcir nearly two cenuries. The

Persian Warrior flhoser:us thc Seconcl inl'acled a palt

of the country and occupie<l the lloly City for a short

time, and it was recaJlturetl b1'Ilr,'r'at'rrltrs.

/uliort thc QP().\lltl( rulcd tht'Ilotrtrtrt onpirr
361-363, and lab,ntrt'cl t() t'('.\t()r('lht l'a,qtrt loith
'['o rlegrodt Chrisli.attil-1' rtrtcl. pltt:t di:crcdil ufon
tha .scriptttrt.r. h-r' i{'4.! dctcrtrtitttd to rtbui.ld
the TentfLt at .l t rttsalcnt uhich thc (i hristiort.s crtrt-

It.tndcd cau! rJ trci'cr ltc drttrr'lhot, ht'cau.ttt ol tht
prophecic; a.gain:t, it. 17,'ar:luall ,1: ltrgort t.xtai'rt-
tiorls. but his '.t orkrnol tr('rr drit'tn. it'it.h grctt

!anic front tht: tfittl b.]'Lt:triftc ttltkttion.t ond bur:t:
rti f!amc.;. Julian. ilrt.t s,, di.;rttrt.1'td, t.hat ht grttc

uP lht: wrclertakin,q.
(Frorn l{vcrs (lr:rrt'ral l-listorr'. p:rue 334

JERUSALEM UNDER THE MOHAMMEDANS

A ferv years following the year o[ the Flegira in

622 A.D., the Arabs conquered the iioly Lancl, and the

leading Caliph, calletl Omar, elrtered Jelusalem. Most
existing Churches and (lhristian shrines were convert-

ed into Nlosques ancl \{ohammedan theological schools

and a small mosclue con$tructed of woocl, was erected
litttrtt lhoto ttilhin the uall
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)n Nlount Nloriah, seating around 3000 people. The

year 69I A.D. the Caliph Abdel Malik built the beau-

tiful Mosque in an octagon form in the same place,

on the site of the former Jewish Second Temple. The

Mosque is wrongly called by many as the Mosque of
Omar, its correct name is the "Dome of the Rock."
The Holy City of Jerusalem remained under Moha-
mmedan Aram rule for approximately fourJrundred-
years, it came to end for a brief period in the year
1099 A.D. when the Crusaders utrcler Count Codfrey
cle }Joulion conquered it. Count Godfrey's successor'
King Baldwin the First was crowned as the Second

King of the l,atin Kingdom of Jerusalem in the Church

of the Nativity at Bethlehem and ruled the country for
about five years, cluring which time the Order of the

Knights of Saint John was founded. During the hun-
clred years of Crusaders lule, N{onasteries, Churches

and fortified buildings of strategic importance were

erectecl.

JERUSATEM UNDER THE CRUSADENS

The Christian regime which was almost entireiy

Roman Catholic at this time ended in the year

1187 A.D., when Saladin defeated the Crusaders and

the Holy Land came again under the Mohammedan
dynasty, the Mamelukes, of whom Saladin (Sala'h

El Din) was the founder. The Mamelukes ruled the

country till the year 1517 A.D. It was this year the



+0

IIoly' l,anrl \rils corrqu('r'crl bv tIrc 'l'urks rvho rulerl
till the I'lidtlle of f)ecernber l9L7 A.D. when
tlu. liritish 'l.rcrops nrarcht:tl into Jerusalem headecl by
their F'iclrlrnarshal Lorrl ,\llt:nby, who issuecl the fol-
Iowing 1rt'oclarnation ;

JERUSALEM UNDER THE BNITISH
"'['hc inhabitants tif 'Jei'usaiem 'l'he P,lessetl', atttl

the plolrle cln,t:lling irr its vicinity. Thc tlefcat in{lict-
t'rl rrpon thc 'l'Ltlks by the tt'oops uttrlel my t,ontrrtancl

lia-. rtsrrl terl in the occ,ulration ol y'r,ur t:ity by rny I'or-
ces. l tlrt'r'c['olt']rclc anrl ttotv ploclairrr it lti bc ttnrler
\lart ial [,aw, uttclet' ivhit'h {tolm of aclrninislt'atiott it
uill lemain as long as Xlilitaiy consitlerations make it
necessillry. I{ow,evcr, lest an\ c,f you shoulcl be al ar:m-

erl by feasons of your erlteriencc-* at the hand o[ the

enemy' ivho has r:etirecl, I herebv infotm vou lhat it
i-* rny rlesilr,r lhat evely l)erson shoultl 1)ur'-{ue his Iaw-
fu1 busirres,. without feal of an1- intelruption. Fur:ther-
rnofe, -*inct your city i-r legaltlecl n'ith effection by
adher:ents of llre ereat leligiotts of mankind, ancl its
soil has been consecrated b,v the 1tt'avers ancl pilgrim-
ages of clevout people of those three leligion-. for many
centur:ies, thelefore clo I make knorvn to you that ever:y

saclecl building, monument, holy spot, shline, tracli-
lional ,qite, endowment, pious bequest or customalv
,,]ace of n.aver, of lvhats,rever: form of the three re-
ligions, will he maintained antl protectecl accorcling to

the existing custonls arrtl bel ief of those to tvltrr:t :,--.,,

they ar:e sacrecl."
Ildmuncl Henry Hyman AIleni,r

In the last years Jerusalem has grown into a L,-'.-

mopolitatr town rvith a population of over 180'00() tir.
majority of u,hom are Jews in the new city, and rvith-

in the ancienl walls of the OId City are approrimatelr-
20.000 irrhabitants of whom 15.000 are Nlohammerl-
ans and about five thousand Christians. Jerusalem is

the ]lternal Capital of lhe l,ancl of I-rr:ael ancl t]re seat

of the reborn Stale of lsrael and its l)arliament calletl
Knesseth.

THE NEW CITY UNDER JEWISH RULE

The Ilriti-*h (]overnment was intlusted with the
N{andate for the Holy Land by the League of Nations
in the year 1922 A.D. After the Mandatory clid not
fulfil ris obligations and acted contral'y to many pa-
ragraphs of the said Mandate, the country was con-
stantly in unjustified unrest. 'l'he unclear and -.ac[

situation hacl been many times examined by clilTerent
impartial Ilnquiry Commissions, and finally it rvas

brought before the General Assembly of the [-lnited
Nation-q irr November 1947 A.D. which confirmecl the
partition of the Holy [,and into a Jewish ancl an Arab
State. See Joel third chaptei:.

'l'he new City of Jerusalem i-* rvithin the State of
Tsrael, rvhereas the Olrl (,itv rr,ilhin the anr:ir:rrl Wrrll.
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"Let thern all
that hatc Zion".

be con.foun.rled and lurncd oaci:
Ps;rlms 12i) :5r

SIGHTS IN JERUSALEM

"l'or out ol'l,ion shall come forth the Law antl the

Word of the Loxl from Jerusalem." Psalm 137.
Tornb of King Daaid,-(Chron: 2. v. 9).
(1 KINGS 2 v. 10) "SO DAVID SLEPT Y/ITH
HIS FATHERS AND WAS BURRIED IN THN,

CITY OF DAVID.''
The U pper Room,-The traclitional site of the

Last Supper, (St. Mark 14. v. 12-17) "AND HE
WILL SHEW A LARGE UPPER ROOM FUR-
NISHED AND PREPARED": Also in the very
near vicinity is the site of the High Priest Caphi-
phas house and where PETER heard the crowing
cock. (St. L,uke 22.-v.60-62).
It is also believed to be the site of the house of the

Iivangelist where the early believers assemblecl.

Acts. 2.--v. r-B) "AND THEY WERII FILLED
WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND BECAN TO
SPEAK WITH OTHER TONGUES AS THF] SPI-
RIT GAVE THEM IITTERANCFI. etc. etc.

'l'he coenaculum, close to the, "Tomb of David",
has been upheld by Professor Sandy in "Sacrecl Sites
,,f the (iospel", as one which has a very strilng tradi-
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tiori irr its 1'aroi'(a. Lreing'tlrtr tortrb o1'Davit[).'I'he
most important eric[ettcre is that of I')phiplnias rvho

-*tates thul rvhen 1'[aclrian visited Jerusalem in IlJO

A.D., ont- ol the few builclings lelt standing was the

little, "(,hurc'h of (iot[", on t]re sile lvhere the tliscriJllt's

leturrrirtg a{'tel thtr,-\st'ttttsitltt oI the Savittur 1'rorn

Olivet, hatl gortt: u1t to t[rt'['1r1rt'r'Htl,trn, ftlr t]tele it
lrarl bcen buiit, thar is to say in lltt: quat:tt:ir ttl' 7.ttttt" .

Iirunr "'l'he lntcrrtational Sttrntlat'tl Ililrle l)itrtionarl"',
\iol. 13, I)age l(rll).

"O ZION that bringc:t gootl things, gct tlree up in-

to the high rnountain. O Jeru..alem, that bringest

gootl things, lift up thy- r.oice with strength, lifL it
up, be not aflaicl : sal- unto the cities of Judah,

iiehold your Gocl." lsa.40:5-9.
Iixcavations of the remains of the (.ity of Darid

which was buiit on the site of the citl', once the strong-
hold of the Jebusites. South of \1t. Zion, from which
one can clealiy see the "F-ielrl of Bl<tocl", also knowtr
as the "l)otters lieirl". (\{att. 27. 

- 
v. t1-B).

MT. SCOPUS

l'he rlirrn('Scopu-* rlerivetl fronr atrtrient (ileek
" S k o 1t e o " m(rans to "tlbset:vc ol to watch." In the

olden rlays nies-scngers u'atchetl the coming of the

moon, anrl by lighring ol fires on the.!ummi[ of that
rnountain they inforrnecl the whole Lantl in the l]ibli-
citl tlitys ol lhe irt'girrtritrg r,{'llrr: ttew rrtottt}t. Tl nttt.t

Interior o{ Upper Chamber, Last Supper, Mt. Zion

l

r" #E:,,'

ffi.. :.tr,;
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be remembered that the Jewish year is a Luttar year.
On the slope of 1\{t. Scopus there is a well kept
large War Cemetery of the Allied Forces who fell in
the battle for the Holy City in the First World War
I914/lB. There are large buildings nearby that re-
present the largest and finest \Iedical Centre in the
Middle East known as the H \DASS \H Hospital
founded by the American Zionist \\-onten's Organiza-
tion. Its adjoining fine structures belong to the Hebrew
University and the National Librarv.

MT. OF OLIVES

Near the Gleek Chapel the place callecl ''\'lRl GA-
LILAEI" probably the site in hont'il of the TWO wh<r

wittnessed the ascention of Christ (,\cts 1. - v. 9-10),
"And WHILE THEY LOOKED STEADFASTLY TO-
WARD HEAVEN AS HE \\ E\T L P BEHOLD TWO

MEN STOOD BY THE\I I\ \\ HITE ,\PPAREL.,'
etc. On the summit of \lt. of OIires there is a little
Mosque where the \Iohammdanr hold lire times daily
their services, and within the Chapel there is a rock,
which is traditionally accepted br' -c,me people, as

bearing the footprint of C,hrist.

By special permission Christians are permitted to
hold services there. Within the \losque the \Ionammed-
ans show a Tomb which thev beliere is of the Prophet-
ess Huldah (2 Kings 22:11). In thc close vicinity a

cave is shown where Jesus rr as .uppt,,secl to have taught

1.t

lris rlt'sciplt,s. I,ooking ttorvn to tlrt. \ irllcr llrr' \\'ilrlt'r.-
ness of Juclea one can se "Beth Fage" ancl Bethany.
(John 11 :18, - 1,1,).

THE GARDEN TOMB
A sepulchre hewn out of the solid rock ancl har.ing

a shape of a skull was discovered in the r-ear 1BB')
A.D. by the British General Gordon conqueror of
Khartoom, the capital of the Sudan, who visited Je-
rusalem three years before he died. The Place is si-
tuatecl near the Northern rvall of the City. It is be-
lieved by many to be the site of the TO\{B of CHRIST,

Caluary" the Visible Skull
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r:allet[ (,olgotha which is clct'il'et[ ilotn tlte Ilcbr:ew
Galgok:th meaning SKt'Lt,. Matt. 27:1i3, also Mark
15:22.

,,HE IS N'OT IIERE, BLIT 15 RIS'',,\,, REMEM-
IIER IIOff IIE SP,4LE LiNT) |'OLi W''HEli Hl.
W,',.15 YIiT I\I GAT,II.EE.,'

TOMBS OF THE KINGS

,\ cell.airr rvitlowed Queen llelena, of Acliabene in
1\{escipotarnia antl her son lzate-s also his tlventy four
sons arloptecl the Jewish faith, which event occltretl in
the First century A.D., liberally clispensed relief du-
ling lhe farnine probitbly as [ortoltl lty ,\ilabtrs. (,\cts.
I I. 

- 
v. 28-29').

NIany have takett these (:ilv(is, by rrristakt' as lleing
those o1' the Kings of .Jutlea.

THE CITY WITHIN THE WALL
UNDER THE KINGDOM OF JORDAN

Mt. fuIoria, (Temple Area)
Sages explained that the rvord N{oliah tielived ft:onr

Mora means in Heblew Fear, that from that rnount
r,vent forth the Fear of the L,ord.

A later: erplanation is that because N'{oriah deriverl,
lrom the Hebrew word o'Olah" which means LIGHT,
that it was from that mount the Almii4hty commandecl
'"l.ll'l' THERta Illl LI(1H1"' anrl the liirst Light shone

rr p,lrr nrtrtrkittrl".

()arden of (lethsentane, bottotrt. Surnmit ol Mt. Oliue at top

It is strongly belit,r,t'cl to lrt'the sitt: refelred to itr
(Gen. 1 :1-3).

It n,as hele whele lhe I"irst'l'urnlrle rvas built b1'

King Solomon, after the summit of lhe hill was pur-
chasecl by his father: I)avicl f rom ,\r:aunah the Jebusite
rvlto used it as a thr:eshing pla,:e. Also the site of thr:
Temp'le built by Zerubabel and later lestorerl b,v He-
i'ocl. On the very site at present stands the Octagon
\{osque (wrongly called N{osque of Omar.), known
as the Dome of the Rock where Abr:aham was directecl
to sao:ifice his -.on Isaac, antl where the Lord Je-.us

taught. The pre-rent builciing rvas built in (r9i bv
the Caliph Abdel \{alik ibn Nlerwan of the Omavades

49
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a native of I)amascus (Syria) who intended to estab-
lish this important sanctuary, fearing that the sanc-
tuary in Mecca under the rule of his rival may weaken
his poularity. Across the courtyard one can also visit
the Mosque EL-AKSA used at present as a Mohamme-
dan theological school. EL-AKSA means rlistant, be-
lieved to be the most distant place ever. visited by Mo-
hamed. The building oliginally was a Basilica of
'fheotoktos built by King Justinian in the Six Cen-
tur:y A.D. in honour of \/ir:gin Mary. Moslems resl)ecI
it as second sanctity to the Kaaba in Mecca. This
Church was con\rertetl to a N{osque after the con-
quest of Jerusalern by thc Saract,nic holdes in the year'
6t\0-6:J7.

KING SOLOMON'S STABLES
'l'unring to your left coming out of Mosque It)I,-

AKSA a staircasc leads down to a spacious substruc-
ture traclitionally called King Solomon's Stables. In
the Eastern wall there is a very ancient structure of
iarge size blocks, believecl to be a part of Solomon's
Wall. Then the Western -.ur:r:ounding Wall of the 'Iem-
ple Area is known a-s the Wailling Wall. Soon after we
leave the Temple Area and walk through the tradi-
tional "Wuy of tears", we turn to the left ancl visit
the Twin Pool of Bethesda. (John. 

- 
5. - r,. 2-17).

In the very courtyard stands an old Church built bv
the Crusaders on the traditional site of the home of
Joachim and Anna, parents of the Virgin N{ary. Tn its
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very close vicinity is the Stephen's Gate, (traditionai
spot of the stoning), also called Tribes Gate and the

Gate of Lions. The Arabs called it the Gate of the

Lady Mary.

PILATE'S JUDGMENT HALL

!-rom here we ltroceed via the narrow lane and pass

tlre tr:aditional places called the Praetorium of Pon-
tius l)ilate's Judgment Hall (John 19. - v. 13).
Then an ancient Roman Arch called "ECCE HOMO"
(behold the man) within the Convent of the Sisters of
Zion one can see the ancient heavy Roman pavement.
'l'hence we proceo(l r'ia the N ohammedan residential
quarters through the Bazaars to the Christian quarter
and lhe Church of the Holy Sepulchre. This Church
and its five chapels are controlled by the various deno-
minations, but none of thern Protestants. In the very
close vicinity it is advisable to visit the Church of the

Redeemer of the Order of St. John, the Hospital
built in the year 1893 by the German Evangelical
(.hurch. It is the only Church of that size and close

to the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, inaugurated in
the presence of the late German Empress Augusta
Victoria in the year 1898. Then we proceed via the

famous Bazaars of Jerusalem, David Street, Armen-
ian Quarter and St. James Chapel (Acts. v. 1), Christ
Church, Protestant built and consecratd in the year
lB49 being the first Anglican Church building erected
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in
of

the Turkish Ottoman l,mpire. Jt rs the rnain center
Mission work done by the I-ondon Jervs Society.

- Nristakeniy ",,rJi'".;';"iil: N{idrrre Ages the
Tower of David. According to Josephus the thi.r,e hugt,
Towers, Phaseulus, Hippicus and &tariamne escapetl
destruction by Titus in the year: 70 A.D.

THE SEVEN ANCIENT GATES, AND THE NEW GATE

laft'ct Gate, 
- siruared in the Wesr W-all, is -*o

named because it opens the highway to Jaffa. It is
called by the Ar.abs "Bab UI Khalil,' (Gare of
Friends). South of this gate the highway leacls to
Hebron nhich is called in Arabic "Khalil" meaning
friend, because it rvas the permanent re-ciden." ni
Abraham who is regarded by the Mohammedans as a
FRIEND OF GOD.

Zion Cate, 
- situated irr the South n,all al thr.

bottom of trIt. Zion, called in Ar:abic (,atc of [)rophel
David, constructed together with entire surr:oundin,I
walls of Jerusalem in the year i51{l-5i b_v the Otto-
man (Turkish) Sultan Soleiman rhe \lasnificanr.
XVithin the gate is a square stone bearing a Latin in-
scription dedicated to "Jupiter Serapis", yrlacetl by thc
Roman Legionnaires.

l)ung Gate, 
- also known as the Gate of the Mou-

grabeans, is -situated in the South Wall. From hert,.
Pilgrhn.; oI Allied Arntl' ort iisit to

.\l.,lte phen'.; ( )trte, t!.ttt l:tiot
.l eru.talertt parring throu gh
n t; "i,iott.'.s ()tte"
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the S.W. corner ol the T'emple Wall can be seen,
which is also known as Robinson's Arch.

The Col,den Catc, - situatecl in the East Wall is
*alled by the Arabs "Khursi Soleiman", meaning the
'ihrone of Solomon, believed to be the site tradi-
tionally where the great King administered justice to
his citizens. In the North West corner inside the
Temple Area, is a rnctlieval eclicule callecl "Thi:one of
.lesus

St. Steplu:ru's Crttr,. - situatecl in the East Wall also
called Cate of Tr:ibes, Mary's Cate, Sheep Cate and
(late of I-ions.

Herotl's Got.r', - situatt'rl in tht: Northern Wall als,r
r:alled the (late oI F lowr:r's.

Domuscus Cut<', 
- 

situatetl in thr Northern Wall
known in Hebrew as the Gate of "She hem", and
called by many the Cate of St. I)aul, because it opens
the highrvay to the North, thr:ough rvhich he left for
Damascus.

lVeru Cate, - 
g|-so situatecl in the Nor:th Wall, open-

ed by the Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamicl while visit-
ing Jerusalem, to facilitate the aJrproach to the Chris-
tian residential Quarter inside Old Jerusalem.

Close to the Damascus Gate are King Solomon's

Quarries, The Carden of Cethsemane (Matt. 26:36-
53, Luke 22: 37-53), and the traditional site of the
Olive Oil Press. Nearby is the Church of Magdalene
and the Chapel of Agony. In the \rery close vicinitv

lncient "Olil,e 7'ree" in, garden of (|eth.senan.e. East uall
arou.rtd Jerusa.lenr et lol, an(l d.otrte ol Mosque.

is att arrcient Creek (,hur:ch, ivhele the Tomb of Nlary
attcl her: parents ale shou'n.

.,\lso from the Valley of Ketlron (Jeho-*haphat),
(Joel, ;)), can be seen .,\bsalom's l'}illar (2 Sam.
18:18), ancl along-.icle the roacl ther:e is one of the old-
cst cemeter:ies on Mt. of Olives. It daters back from the
eally clays of Judaism. South of the roarl i-* the Valler-
Cihon, where the follorvers of David anointecl
Solomon as King and rightful successor of David (I,
Kings, 1.-34). The Village called Silwan, is probablr'
the Biblical SILOAN, mentionel in (2 King-., !t;-
18-20). From a very short distance to the south, the
traditional "Hills of Offence and Corruption", can
be seen. (2 Kings 2:1.-:l).
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"The Closed Gatt". See E:el;. 11.2
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Ruins ol Ancient Bethany, Home ol Lazarus.
Ruins of Simon'.s I"louse at top

THE TOWN OF BETHANY
Bethont. 

- The traditional site of tire house of
Lazarus ancl his tn'o sisters (John xi), also the hou-se
of Simon the Leper (\Iark riv-3). The Aposrles Foun-
tain belierecl to be the Ein Shemesh spring in tht:
Judean \\-ilclerness (Josh. 15-7). The Inn oi rhe l,ar-
ables ("THE COOD S\\IARIT-\N") (Luke 10, :10-
36), this is also plobablv the Climb to the Roarl (Josh.
1s. s-B).

On the right sicle of the Road befor:e leaching the
Plain of Jorclan Domes, can be seen a N{ostlut:
to lvhich srte \Iohamrnedans claim to hirve

i\.t

cliscovelctl lltc 'l't-rttrb ol' Jlo.e.. li .:r' --, -' :,.,.: -

bered, however, that Mbses Ilever e:-:i:.,''- -:- . -:
of Israel. lts a place of Mohamnrerial: i'--::,:r'::'

THE TOWN OF JERICHO

tericho, known also as the citr' , : : .-:: -"

situated close to the mouth of the Rirrr J :.-:- :-:'
not far from the Dead Sea.

It was the first city in the Holy Lanci :,-, :- ..c.-
by the Israelites under the leadership ol J,:,=hu" '::-:
crossing the Jordan (Josh. 1). The citv r'a= :'i: ---
by Yehiel of Bethel, the Levite (1 Kings. lt't. f:.
bitter waters of Jericho have been cured br Pr,",i,ir.
Elisha (2 Kings II). Returning from the Babvl,trr.:.
Exile, the Jews settled in Jericho (Nehemiah 3 t. J,.-

richo was also known as a meeting place for pilgrin..-
on 'their way to Jerusalem. tlnder the Romans. lht
city was given as a present by \{ark :\ntotrr- to tht
Egyptian Queen Cleopatra, who solcl it later to Hert,.i.
Under the latter the city was beautified, and Her,-,u'l

made it his Winter Resort, where he died, but r' r'
not buried in Jericho.

Jericho is mentioned in the Gospels having }-,eerr

visited by John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus, t,ir,,
from there started his last journey to Jerusalenr'
(Luke 19:1-11). Churches rvere built in the 4th and 6th
centuries, but all of them were destroyed. Todai Je-

richo is a smali village inhabited by negroid tlpe of
Nomads (wanrlering 'trihes). Jericho is situatetl ap-
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l)roxirnately 9(X) leet llclow Sra l,evel, antl has a sulr
tropical cl irnate. Neal. the e\cavations one can see
Elisha's Spring ancl the tr.aclitional },Iount of '['empta-
tion (N{ark I.-12). (Luke, ,1.-l ).

f'1

THE RIVER JORDAN

liit cr .l orLLuit. 
- 

Oiiginates in tire ertlcme northerrr
lralt o1' lhe IIolr. Luntl, anri tcrnrinates its ctrulse al
thc I)catl Sea. \ear: the lrlidge cirllerl afterr the Blitish
I"ielclrrralshal ..\llenby, on(, c.rn st'e the traelitional spol
tvltc're .JesLrs rvus halrtisetl lrl' Johrr the Flrrl,rtist.

Mouttt o[ 'l'on llttion. In ll ilr]crn.ert al .lurlert

THE DEAD SEA

7'hr: Deatl Sr:a, - Referrecl to in the Bible as he Salt
Sea (Cen. rir-3), is situatecl approximarely 1300 feet
below Sea Level anrl its clepth is o\er. 1iJ:]0 feet. It
contains nor:rnally about 26',i of mineral-c such as
\lagnesium, Chlor:ide, Potasium, Chloride Calciurn,
Asphalt anrl manl other mineral-.. Probably therefore
the Creek's narnerl the Sea Asphaltis. In the south
rvest o[ the l)ead Sea, the Hili of Sodom can clearlr'
Ite seett. It i-. a Salt rgcky mountail r,ith a pumber of
pillars rvhich are referrecl to in the Biblical storv of
the r,r,ife of L,ot, who wa-* turned to a Salt Pillar,
((jerr. 19.21-:i0). in connection w,itlr 1'larnet of Sorlom

Rii tr Jordan. 7'h€ tt.r/,ii:onnl .Site ol Ba!ti.rnt
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anrl (,ontot'r'ah. I"ultht:r' s()uth is a little hill, calletl Nc-
bo believed to be the site from where Nloses was per'-

mitted to see the Pr:omised Land.

o'I) 
Tton the mountains ot' Zion . . . the Lord cont

manrlecl the blessing, elen Lile f or eternlore."
Psalms 133:l].

"Oh, thot the salual,ion of Israel were come out,

of Zion, when the Lord bringeth, back the captiaitr
of his people, .[or:olt shall re ioice, ond Israel shalL

be glatl." Psalms 14:7

Notice that thi-o same statement is repeatecl

again in Irsalms 53:6.
"Out ot' Zion he perf ectioru ot' beauty God hatlt.

shined" . . . "Gather my saints toge.ther un,to me,

rh,ose that hcrue made a couenant u'ith me by sacri'
t. ,)
i tce. Psalms 50:1,5.

"Wheru the Lord slrull build up Zion he rciLl ap-

pear in his glor,t' . . . This shall be written f or the

gene.rations to come . . ." Psalms I02 :16, lB

'oT hus saith the, Lord of Hosts, mr t'ities
througlt, prosperitl' sltcilL 1'et be spreod abroad,
and tlu; Lord shall 1'et comlort Zion, and shall
t'er t'hoose lerusulr:rn.," Zr:dl. I : 17

CHAPTER THREE

Christianitg
Christianitv as a religion, is containecl in the sa,jrr.

canon, the "New Testament", which u as compile,i
into one volume following the year 100 A.D. Although
the writings existed from the early days. This religiin
recognizes Jesus as the promised Messiah, and the son
of Cod.

- 
The Apostles James, Peter and John were respon-

sible for the creation of the first Jewish-Christian
congregation in the Holy City of Jerusalem. (Acts 2).
Paul, whose original name was SauI and known as the
greate-ct enemy of Chriastianity, became the strongest
Apostle of Christ through a sudden profound .oni..-
sion. Jesus was seen by Paul in a vision while on his
way to Damascus, and from that day he accepted Je-
sus as the Messiah. Acts 26:1-21.

Paul's writings embrace much of the New Testa-
ment, and in the book of Hebrews, he clwells very much
on Jesus as being the promised Messiah, and the offer-
ing of his blood, as the attonement for the sins of the
people. Also of his position now as High priest in the
heavenly sanctuary, through whose ,u*" ,"" are to
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enter into the plesence o1' GotI and by this, sht:tl lllootl,

of which the bioocl of the Passover lamb was a type,

sins may be remittecl toclay. Heb. 10 :10-25'
Paul served as an Apostle to the Gentiles and gainecl

an extreme popularity among the inhabitants of Syria

rvhere he formed a number of Christian congregations'

Large numbers of pagan-. seeking for the truth after

bein"g dissapointed with their own gocls, accepted- the

new 
"religion. tt l-. move facilitated the hard work of

Paul foitrue Christianity generally was very close to

Judaism. A11 inhabitants of Sylia who became fol-
lo*"r, of Jesus (,hri..t (Hebrew "Yahshua")i' were

called Christians, a name given to them by the world'

PAUL IMPRISONED AND SENT TO ROME

Paul and his assistant Barnabas proceeded to the Is-

Iand of Cvprus rvhele they began to preach among the

pagans and later I'eturnetl to Jerusalem, where a con-

i"in". of the Apostles took place. Paul left Corinth

for Greece and '\sia V[inor: countrie-s, where he preach-

ed the gospel in the nervlv establi-*hed congregations,

and returnecl aftel a -short while to Jerusalem.
Soon after he journeyed to N{acecionia rvhere }re

preachecl in theit- conglegations, but in the spring of

ih" y"u. 59 ,\.D. r'isited Jame-" 'rvho rvas already ap-

pointed as the First Bishop c,f Jerusalem, and the

peopl" he founcl refuge with the Roman soldiers,

,in." h" was regarclecl as ir Roman citizen hy birth'
Paul spent two vears in tht'fortre-cs of (laesarea, as a

:

prisoner, and then \\as seltt -,\ ---: .r rt-:-- " ? -'-
where he proclaimed the (,c,:pt- .:'. -.: - : -
the year'66 A.D., dut'inc \er', - : ---- - --: : --:'-

Christian believers.

CONTROVERSY OF EASTEE
AND WESTERN BISHOPS

We learn from the old recorcls tira: F"- -: J:-e:
came to a full agreement and estabi-=ie,: --. ::,:---
gations in Syria, Greece, Corinth as -'reii :.= - i-=*
ancl together strffered uncler Nelo. In :ie e=:-. :rr'
of the -*econd century A.I)., the Church .: R.: -,t
namecl Peter as the Prince of the ,\postles regari-:.
him as the supreme leader of Christendom.

The Jervish-Christian congrcgation of Jeru.a.e=-
headed hy the Apostle .lames saw in the life and Ce"::
of Jesus Chri-.t the fulfilment as foretold bv the pri-
Jrhets of the Mosaic Larv and accepted Jesus as ihe

Son of God in the sense of the }losaic conception o:

the long awaitecl N{essiah. The many misunderstand.-

ings and controversies induced Constantine the Crea:
to call for a conference at Nicea in ,\sia \linor, the

year 325 A.D. The contro\iersy u as between the S-est-
ern or Roman Bishops, ancl those of the Eastern chur-
ches centering at Jerusalem, and Alexandria, Eg1'pt,
led by Arius Bishop at Alexandria. Clonstantine being
a Pagan before his conversion to Christianity, had
brought many pagan customs and practices into use,

and the conference was a matter of deciding rthether
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to adopt Paganizerl or Judaized Christianity. The re-
sult was that the doctrine of Arius was condemned, ancl
the Nicean creed as the orthodox confession was estab-
lished. This was finally introduced into the Catholic
ecclesiastical assembly at Chalcedon at the beginning
of the fifth century A.D. The extreme differences in the
doctrine as explained by the various eastern and west-
ern Bishops reached their climax at the beginning of
the sixth century cluring the leign of Emperor Justi-
nian, and he persecuted the Nlonk Jacob who later
established an independent Patriarchatc of the Jaco-
bites in Alexandria, Egypt.

A general council was summonecl to Lionstarrtinoplc
at the beginning of the seventh century A.D. where
certain doctrine was condemned and the Challedonian
staiement of the Catholic Christian faith of the fifth
century was finally confirmed.

The Eastern, or Juclaized Christianity, sponsored
by Doctor -\rius, however, has weatheled the storms
of persecution, and to this day, like the Jervs is found
in all parts of the worlcl.

A NEW SECT RISES

At the end of the seventh century another sect was
founded known as the }{onotholetes (the believers in
one God), who were persecuted by the famous Anas-
tasius 11, but found refuge in the Lebanon near the
Monastery of St. Maron. They later chose the Monk
John Maron as their only, leader and gave him the
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title I'atriarch of Antioc:h ancl they are callecl until
this date N{aronites. The Jrresent residence of the Pat-
riarch of Antioch is situated in viciniy of the cloister
of St. Mary which hacl been founded by Theodosius
the Great, at the end of the fourth century A.D. In the

early clays of the sixteen century A.D. l\{aronite-. rvere

entirely united with the Roman Church and have in-
trotluced a regulation allorving their lorver clergy to

man:y, and to celebrate lhe rna-cs in the Syr:ian man-
Iter.

THE JACOBITES
'fhe Jacoiritcs in Iraq (Mesopotamiu) - I'he NIa-

ronites in the Lebanon are called the S.vrian Christians
because they lead the llible in Syrian translations
which were completed in the early centuries A.I),

The Eg1'ptian Jacobites have been separated from
the rest of the Jacobites antl are called Copts or Cop-

tic Christians. The Copts claim to be direct de-"cend-

ants of the ancien't Egyptians and believe to have

traced their conversion into Christianity to a visit made

to the Holy Land by the 'freasurer of the Ethiopians
under Queen Candace, in the year of 34 A.D. when he

met I']hilip in the desert of Gaza. (Book of Acts chap-

ter eight verses 26 to at}), being the first patriarch of
Alexancler in Egypt.
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THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

The Armenian Church was founded by the tsishop
Gregory who was callecl thc Enlightenel at the begin-
ning of thc four:'th century after: rqhom the Church is
knorvn as tl're .{r:rnenian (}regor:ian, whir:h is similar
to the (lr:eek (,hurch. In the mirldlt, of thc fifth century
St. Meslop an r\rrnenian Saint tlanslated the Iliblc
into .{rmenian u,}rich he inllrirluced. J'he }read of t}re

Alrnenian (,hurch is tirt: "(latholicos" thc head Rishop,
who livt's in a rnonaslei'y on \{t. Ai:ar:at in ancient
,\rnrenia. ll'he I)atriarchs in Jcrusalr:rn ancl Con,*tan-
tinoplc (l.tanhu)) arc heing alrlrointerl by hirn.

ftrrs.sia.

THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN BUSSIA

liu..ia ii('(('l)te(l (.hlistianitl- through t[re balrtirrrr
of the Duchess Olga eallr- in the tt-nth centuly A.L).

-,\t the beginning, the Greek l)atriai'ch oI f]onstan-
t.inople, rlependencl absolutelv on him, and later trans-
felred his seat to \Ioscou'. In the sirteen century A.D.
the ]itrssian Czar Ivan orrlerecl the establishment of an
inrlcpenclent Russian Patliarchate. In the year 1721,
Clzar Peter the l-irst, r'eplacecl the existing Patr:iarchate
by the Holy Synod, uith Czar at its heacl.

The Russian Church i-. known as the Eastern Ortho-
dox Church. The Church liturgies ale u'ritten in Slavic
and in the Cyrillic Alphabet rvhich is derived from the
Creek alphabet. f irc .eparatitin and the breaking rc-

U9

latit-rn betu'ecn the Greek arrd the Rt-,tttatt clturch rt.as

over the subject of the adoration of image.. and the

use of images in the hciu-*e of wolshilt, ltracticetl hr'
the Roman church, but opposetl br- the Creek att,l
t,asteln Ili,*holls, which opllosition liecante gcrter.ri

through thc Grceii chulclt of Russia.

THE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
'l he Rrirnan (lhurch succccrlecl in hrirrging a nurrr-

lrer: of (lr:eek congr:egations unrler the I)apal authoritr'.
who are known a-* (llrek (.atholics hal'ing their c,-,n-

gregations jn the l{oiy Lantl, Ilg,vpt trnd Sllia. I'heir'
(,hur:ch ..clvicts ale crourluclerl in Cr:eek artcl .\rabi,:
languages, ancl lhey ale known as the ]Ielkites mean-
ing flniver:sal Or:thorlox Clii'istians. The (]reek Catho-
lic Patr:iarch who is known as the Patriarch of Antioch
has his seat in lJamascus the capital of S_vria. The
ouly tran-.lations of the Bible accepted by the Greek
ChurcJr is thc Scptuagint meaning 

- 
'(11.,,' seyept\''.

'fhis tran-*lation was made from llebrew into Greek
by Heilanized Jervs of Ilgypt in the third centur)' 8.C..
tluling the reign of Ptolernies. We lealn from the

Jewish historian Josephus that this translation r.'a=

completecl on orcler of the ligyptian King Ptolemr-, br
Jewish Scholars from Alexanclria ancl Jerusalenr nunr-
bering -qeventy.

The Latin Church accepls only the translation oi
Bible known as the Vulgate, meaning general use cr
simpiy common. This translation \\-as matle br
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.lert-,nrc oI I)alrnatia in the year 387 A.l). irr L-fclhlehern
Jurlea. lt is the OlrlTestament from Hebrew into Latin.

THE REFONMATION AND THE LUTHERN CHURCH

In the first half of the sixteen century Nlartin Lu-
ther began the Refor:mation freeing (,hristianity from
the Papal yoke. FJis fcillowels were called l)rotestants,
in the year l,-r29 tluring the Second Diet of Slreier,
and in the year l5:14 A.D. Luther: published tht: trans-
lation of the Ilible. The Cerman Imper:ial f)iet granterl
the legal recognition of the ReformaLion at Augsburg
at the errcl of the year 1555 A.D. John Wycliffe of
Ilnglancl preachecl in the fourteenth century the return
to the simplicitv of the l{oly Scriptures. The inhabit-
ants of the Isles u'ere reacly to accept the Reformation
introducecl bv L.uther, anrl in the year '|520 A.D. after:
the prolonged conflicts betireen King Edwarcl the thirrrl
ancl the Pope in connection u'ith the refusal to pay the
clemancled high tares to the latter, the u,ritings of Lu-
ther found their iva,v into Englancl.

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH

The Anglican Church knor,r,n as the Church of the
State is also called the Fpiscopal Church nameiy the
Church of the Bishops. It forms a neutral ground be-
tween the Roman Catholic and the Protestant Church,
and con,trols many congregations in Great Britain and
their Colonies and Posses-*ions as well as in Nortir
America and its heacl is the trchibishop of Canteburr..

-1

l['he I]ishop ol Jerusalenr al.,-, :.--. .. ':
diction of the latter. Practitalir .- ':r .: - - :
creeds ale well representecl in ihe li,--. -;:: L- I ---
pecially in Jerusalem, b,v their re':--:-.. I r - i- "-

and Bishops.

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHUB,CEi

'I'he Roman Catholic Church is rer':e-:-:.: :r r-ltrf

various orders as follows: The Bene,:-,-:::-t= :r-
was founc[etl by Saint Beneclict of \ur.:= .: ]'l:e,tr.
Casino in the vicinity of Naples in the =ir'-:: -e-.---
A.D. 'Ihe Knights of St. John originated in .\, :. ' ,'.
rael), which rvas lost at the beginning of the ih:::tt:-'-:
century and they fled to Rodes lsland (of the D,,,,j.-:-
nese group) ancl from there to the Islancl of \lali.:. -:
the sixteen century which they receirecl from N:::.
Charles the Fifth, and have since been calleC i::"
Knights of Malta. Their: main purpose is taking ,-art

of the neecly sick.
The Flanciscan Order which was founcletl br Sa,r..

Francis of Assisi in the 12th century A.D. in Itai',
has been appointed by a special Papal Decree B. ii.':
Custodian of the Holy Land.

The Domenican Order was founclecl bv Saint D,--
minic of France ancl its activities are preaching an'i
Archeological research of the Bible.

The Jesuite Order was founded by an Er Spanish
Officer called Ignatius Loyola of Cranada in the sir-
teen century A.D.

i
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The Olcler ol'Whitc l"athers was I'ouncled in North
Africa in the nineteenth centurl' .,\.D. by the l'rench
Cardinal Lavigerie their: actir.'ities are mostly Nli-.-.ion-
ary Work.

OTHER CHURCH GROUPS IN THE HOLY LAND
l'he Non-Roman Cirulch builrling.. in Jerusalem arc

the "Christ Clhurch" cons(rclrille(l in the yeal 1849 in
side the ancient Wails of .leru.alcm built by the l,on-
dou Jervs Societl' rluring tho 'l'urkish Regime whir:h
forbade to ere('i religious r:r.nters oI Non-Moharn-
rneclan l'aith: St. (,eorge-. (,athrrrl ral ;1'he American
Free Church antl the Scoti,.h Church of St. .,\ndrew.
ln Bethlehem, \azaleth, Tiberiu-*, ,laffa and Haifa
are other churches ancl sr:hoois.'fhe Prote-qtants ge-
nerally' have also unrler'taken many impoltant ar:tivi-
ties among the inhabitant. of the lloly Land thus
offering general eclucation. nreclical assistance etc. 'l'he

Y.l,LC. \. otre of the finest :tructules in the moder:n
city of Jerusalem off,-,i'- aparL of its Hostel, a fine Iib-
lary, Sn'imming Pool, Concelt Ilali, Cymnasium,
Football (iround, etc. etc.

There ai'e a number of I)rote.tant -\lissionary cen-
ters in the ne'n,city of Jerusalem uho also run Book-
,*hops mainly of religious character. ,\lso the "Church
of God" - 7th Da1, is replesented in several cities
claiming to be of clirect clesent fr:om, and iclentical
with, the Jeivish christian group of the same name,
mentionecl many time-< in the Ner.v 'l'estament.
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.fu,iltt,isnt,

Judaism is the faith of the Jews contained in the
sacred writings of the OLD TESTAMENT as well as
in the Talmudic literature. Judaism accepts the part
of the Bible which proclaims the belief of one C b O
as the only creator of the en,tire 

.World. 
The Israelites

returning to their Homeland from the Egyptian Exile
under the leadership of Moses and Joshua were differ_
ent from the other Nations, through the influence of
the Law, by accepting higher -or"ti, anrl refined cus-
toms. The Jews as a separate Nation, clicl not marry
people of other faiths.

After their resettlement in the Holy Lancl in the
neighbourhoocl of the heathen., *e l"u.n that for a
certain period they were influenced to worship the
iclol gocls, and brought even -sacrifices to them. The
pioneer-. of Juclaism were the Prophets, who were ac-
cepted as the N{essengers of rhe Almighty, who taught
the misled Israelite-. nor to follow thelxample, nf ih"
heathens.

'Ihe Jews, returned from the Babylonian Exile, in
the sirth century B.C. trnd enjoyed peace until the

ffigffiffiffi

'.1'he Main S1'na.gogue outside the ll'olL.lcrusalent

country was totally occupiecl by the Romans, and the
Seconcl I'emple was utterly destroyed by Titus in the
year seventy ,\.D. It was during this period that the
IJooks of Mo-*es ancl the Nineteen Books of the I'ro-
phets were compilecl in the sacred l-aw of the OLI]
'tES:lAMI)N[. I3eing influenced by the foreign ele-
ments, unerllected divisions were created among the

Jews, antl oppo-*ing groups such as the Pharisees arose.
During the constant opprssions by the Romans, thel'
anxiously awaited their Messiah, as fulfilment of the

l'rophecy, anrl with 1[s 6[i-*persion, and total destruc-
lion rif the Kingdom, their stucly of the Law was in-
creased. 'l'herefore, between th esecond and the sixth
(.:enluly A.D., the Bahylonian an.l Jemsalem Talmttcl=

i
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\rcl'(' ('(lil('(1, rtnrl \\(.1{' }o{)n ul-lt,r' slrreirtl atrtottg aJl

the Jews lii'ing rn thc rliasiror:a.'I'he lollt-rwingcenturies
brought fresh oppressive Laws, where conversion by
threat of force lvas imllo,"ecl on them, and their only
rlelertce they posse-ssecl, wasthespiritualweapon. Sincr:
western Iiurope was practically clear of Jew-*, the
llastern I'iuropean (,ountlies formetl main centers of
Judaism bctlveen the cnrl rif the fifteenth and lhe micl-
dle of the eightr:enth centuries. \lthough in the past
incii'cled by theil pelrrranent enemies, Jurlai-"m pre-
served its leligious as u,ell as their' \aional integrity
ancl were leady tit any timc to sacrifice all they pos-
-.essecl for tireil I'aith. ln the early r[ay-* sf lhe nine-
teenth cenluly the cir,il rights wele restored to thern
rrhich is knou'n as Lhe "FIN{.\NCIPATION", anrl
a ne\v epoch began in the historv of their existence.

In the f)iaspora as w,ell as in the Holy l-and, the
Synagogue frirms for the time being the only religious
cenler', rvheleas the ..\i:k founrl in all -uynagogues con-
tain-s the Ijive llook,r of \lo-.es narnely the TORAH,
ancl the religious cler:isir,e authority is r,e-.tetl in the
Aabbi. 'fhe Jr-,us $,erc gi'anterl full autonomy of their.
leligious comrnunities anrl rvere lecognizetl in the lar-
gest iiart ol the Wolltl, but harl to be maintainecl !_ry

funcls collecterl I'r:om lheir respective mt:rnbers. Jer,r.s
pray three tinrr'. rlaily, in tl.re morning a{ter sunrise,
in the after-noon. anrl altel sunset in the evening. Sa-
tuxlay (SFI.\B YI'I{) is sti'ictly obsen,et[ as rhe clav
of lesl.'I'Irt,il nrein lltilirlai's ule: Ilre 1\r:n Year., tlrr:

Jericho, ortce tlre (;iil,,o1 palnt.s

l)ay ol Atonement lvhich is observec[ as a strictest
I"a-rt; ths -F-ea-ct of the Tubcrnacles; the I'east of ])ass-
over rnalking the lrxoclus ancl given the'I'en Commencl-
ments on N{ouut Sinai, ancl the F-east of Hanukah com-
rlemor:ates the recleclication of the Temple and Nlacctr-
bean victories. l'or eight consecutive days special
candles are being lit. The last oI these Feasts is Purim
marking the ciay when the Queen Iisther ancl her uncle
l\{orrlccai saved the lives of many Jewish communitie.
tluling the reign oI King Ahasuerus who rulerl flonr
lntlir to Nigelia.
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FNOM JERUSALEM TO THE PLAIN OF JEZNEEL

Leaving Jerusalem we travel through the mountains
of Benjamin, and at Road S'tone marked kilome'ter 5,

there is the Hill called "Gibeah" of Saul probably
the birthplace, and residence of King Saul (1 Sam

x:26 - xi :,4, xiii :1-16) (Isa. r :29).

Nearby is Anatoth still called "Ana'ta" the birth
place of Prophet Jeremiah (Isa. r. 30). At kilometer
15 is the Christian city of Ramallah'the name derived
most probably from the Biblical Rama the birthplace
of Phophet Samuel who judged the Israelites for twen-

ty years at N{izpah in Benjamin.

At kilometer 16, there is an ,\rab Village r:alietl

"Bireh" the Biblical Beeroth the traditional spot where

Mary and Joseph perceived that the Child was not

with them ancl returning to Jeursalem found him in
the Temple (Luke ii:44-45). Nearby is Bethel (Cen.

xii. B) (Josh. vii 2) (I Kings xii:29-1313) (II Kings
ii:2, 3, 23).

At Km. 64, you enter the District of Samaria and

on the right side of the road you can see an unfinished
Churr:h uncler which there is the Biblical Jacob's Well
(Gen. xrxiii. lB-20, John iv,5-43) where Jesus spoke

to the Samaria Woman. In the very close vicinity, a

white dome is seen, the iraditional tomb of Joseph
son of Jacob whose botres were brought from llgypt by

the Israelites.

h'ablus is the ancient "Sichem", the home of the

I)atriarr:hs (()en. .xii-33-351 (Jr,::-.',.i
I2:l-25) (Judges ix: 4-3-1-trJ). I: ,:: -_r: - {/
meeting of the Israelites, uhen bje.:--:: b*:* ;,- -
nounced from Mt. Gerizim and the."..u. :--.,= tl.l,,u:r
Ebal (Josh. xxv-xxvii). The citv is t:--: :<:b.:.= llt,
two mountains. King Rehoboam macr S-_-== :rt: rF
pital of the Kingdom of Israel uhich -,r:: _:i3:lr::=r
by Shalmanesar the Assyrian in the .-r.: l-i :" -

In the year 680 B.C. Esar Hado his SUr,,-r-;--: rrr-
ferred large groups of Babylonian and -\==r-:-r.- ::--:*:*
to Sichem (Ezra iv) rvho had adopted pan ,_,: -;: .'t:r,-
ish religion, but retained certain partr of the-: :.:.-
practices (2 Kings xvii). In approximatelv i-5 B *
a Samaritan Temple rvas erected by Sanbala: [,,..-:-:
of "Holan" on Mount "Cerizim', tthlah rr-r: ,jt=.'-
ished in the year 129 B.C. by Hyrcalus.

Sichem was destroyed by Vespasian in the r.ea: rl
A.D. and after the Jewish Wa. Titus ordered rhe c-:-;
should be rebuilt and called it in honour of \-e=pa=:-.
"Neapolis" (New Town). It became a ri,pical R.,=--
garrison town, and its present name ,,\ablus" := .:
corruption of Neapolis.

THE SAMARITANS
Close to Mount Gerizim to this day exists a Sama-

ritan Quarter, whose members claim to be all that j=
left from the ancient Israelites. They number abou:
150 and still preserve their ancient customs, the ori-
ginal religious ritual, also their ancient language.
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r^,hich is sirnilal t<,r the llebrew spoken in those days,

ihr"o,' also possess old scrolls written in ancient Hebrew.
'i'ireir rcligion difTers from Judaism in many details,

the main of rvhich is their recognition of the Five

llooks of Moses only. The Community is headed by a

l{igh Priest, who performs all the ancient traditional
,','i'ernonies including the sacrifice of a lamb at the

.l''rast of Passover. The Feast of Passover, Pantecost'
'i'lrcy also possoss old scrolls written in ancient Hebrew.

,,n,1'a-ong rvhat trre believed to be the ruins of their
iirrcient Temple, on N{ount Cerizim.

The present populations of Nablus is apploximately
2,5.000, the majority of rvltom are Mt,hammedans, the

,itv i-.r the leading town o{ Samaria.
\. sholt di-stance from Nablus are ruins of ancient 

,

i,r;'ralia, an Alab village called Sabastiee which was i

'r:ilt bv l{ing Omri of Israel (l King.s xvi:24). At

:.;r. !i)0 on the right side of the road can be seen a
lr,irnclecl hillock believed to be "Dothan" where Jo-
.r'irlr the son of Jacob was let down by his brethren
i*lo the rvell ancl kept until sold to the Ishmaelites who

r.r':old hirrr to the Egyptians (GenesisxxxviilT'24). At
i..,rr. l1() you can visit a small Arab town called "Je-.
,,in" r'hich is the spring of Gardens probably the

iiihlical "F.nganim" (Josh. xix 2l and xxi, 29). From
!r.r'e r'r'e enter the \ralley of Jezreel which is the boun-
,lrr r'\' betrvcen Samaria and Calilee.

C}IAPTER FiVE

The Va,lleg of Jesreeg

This Valley is al-*o knowns as ooEsdraelon" u,ht'r'*
the city of King Ahab and Jezabel stood in the oltlt.rr
days (l Sam. xxix l-11, 

- I Kings xviii,'45,4(i an,i
2 Kings viii:29 -- ix 1{l-37). It is also callerl 'i'ir,'
Creat Plain. Ono of the main caravan roads cros:,i.:
from Mesopotamia towards Egypt through this \rallei,
rvhich became important to commerce in the ancier.il
days. Many decisive Battles have taken pla,ce lrt,r:r.

starting with (lideon and his three hundrecl ryarfoir',.
chosen at Ain Harod rvho clefeated the l{idianit,'
(Judges vii). Also Saul fought the Philistinc.s on i,ii"
Cilboa (i Sam. xrix) where he and his sons lo,qt 1li,,r,
lives. Prophetess Deborah with the as,sistanci: of B:ri':,,.
defeated Sisera (Judges iv, 1-;5). The Jews fouuhi i,r ,

Romans under \respasian the father of Tiius in itr,
\ralley, also Arabs against the Crusaclers and \r;,.,-
leon defeated the Turks her:e near Mount Tabcir. 'i',,, ,

the British armies also defeated the Turkish coniir:-
gents in the War 1914-I9lB. Mt. Tabor is l:eiin,.,,
to be the Mount of the Transfiguration of Christ (l-ul.,
ix 25-40). A short distance from the foot of llt. i.:r-

bor is the little Village Enc'lur believed to be the Ilit,-
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lic,al Jr,nclor: wherc King Saul cousulted thc rvitch, ( [

Sarn. xxviii: 5-27). Nearby is the village "Nain",
n,hcrc tho rviclow's son was rai-*ecl by Christ (Lukc
vii:I0-15). In the vcry close vicinity is lhe villagt:
"Shunem" or Strlim nhere thc Prophet Elisha raisetl
the rlcail t,hiltl ol the Shunamitc rvoman (2 Kings ir'-
B- 1o).

Ihis valit'1' rvirs [or cctttut'it'{ il s\\'lltrll) whi<th inl'cstrltl
a large part of lht: cottutry with N{alat:ia attr[ other
liastt'rn rliseases, tvas itt the yeal 192 l, purcltast'rl hv

thr'.lcirish National Funclo the idcali-*tir: ltioneers
krronn as tnt,rnllers of tltt: "Ilaltttzim Nllovcrnent", rvltcr

harl conrc florn all parts of tlrc rvot'lt[, attd thcy suc-

t'esfullv tlrainerl this valley by tlrtrwing the surplus
n ater ittto the rivel Kishort. Tht:n lry planting [',ut:al ip-
lus trt'es thi. ruost tlattger:otts lralt oI tltt'rrotttttt:y ltas

bt'eu turtretl into a beautiful lrai'atl ise.

The ''Jeu ish F ounclation Funtl pr:ovitlt rl thtr tte w

scttler:s uith the ne(i(-'ssary mearls to establislt their'

seltletnents s'hich are no\r the pride o[ all o[ Islacl .

The onll'large city in the valley is .\fuleh establishetl
in 1925.

I,OWER GAI{IEfr
NAZARETH

NazaL'ellr is tttetttiottetl fol thtr [i r-*t tirne itt the Ntrrt
'l'estamettt (l,uke, I, 26-3tl) as {htr scene o[ the i\n-
rrut'rciation. It lvas hert,' tltat Jcsus spent his early yeals

aItcr the rt:turtr I'rorn ligylrt (N{att.2:13-23)' It i'.

k19rv1 that Nazur.tth n,as inha|ited by Jews trntil thtr

cnrl ol tht' F otrt'th (,t'rrtrrly A.l).

'l'hC t'ir.st ( lhut.r,ht.s w(I.(r crt'ctctl orr thtl tlarlitional
sites by' the Ilyzantiltcs, antl the prtlsent (lhulch o[ lhc

Annunciatir)n wils built abovt: thc cave btllieved ltl

havt: been thc original house of Nfary' A fourth

r:entury Fiasil ica that rvas built on thc 'same sl)ot was

clestroi'e,cl by the Nlohammeclans in the -*eventh centurY'

I'he same Church was restored in the thirteenth centull-

ancl soon after utterly l'azeci to the grouncl by the Sul-

tan Beibar-". In the scventeenth century A'D' the Turks

granted permission to the Fran<liscans to restore a part

if ,t " ancient Basilica which was completed in the

year 1730 A.D. Close to the (lhurch of the Annuncia-

iion is a br:ancl rtew (]hurch rvhich is sttpllosecl to have

bcen built on the site of St. Joseph's Car:penter sholr

c:II.\l''l'lil{ silx
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Nazareth has a population of about I0,000, 7,000
of whom are Christians and the rest Mohammedan...
The city and the surrounding hills contain many con-
vents, monasteries and various institutions represent-
ing nearly all Christian denominations in the Holy
Land.

CANA
Cana of Galilee where the rvedding took ;rlace

(John, II:l-11), now callerl "Kefr Kenna", is an Arab
Village of aJrproximately l,5lX) inhabitants, of whom
one thousand are Ch ristians ancl the rest Mohammeclans.
There ale three (lhurches belonging to the Greek Ortho-
clox, the Latins anrl the Creek-(lahtolics, where stone
vases are shown in which the water was turned t<l Winr:.

At Km. 162-3 there is rhe br:oatl plain of Ahma, in
which Saladin defeated disastrously the Crusaders at
the famous Battle of Hittin, in the year I I87 A.D., thus
bringing the Latin Kingdom to an encl.

A Street in NtzuetJL

arrcl hi. dn'eiling. -\bout a hunclred yards away uttt:
can visit the small Greek-Catholic Chapel believerl to
be the site of the Synagogue in which Jesus preacherl
to his fellou'-citizens. In the middle of Nazareth is a

fountain rvhere the women of Nazareth draw the watcr:
in the typical Nazarine jars. It is called the Yirgin's
Fountain.
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The Citpl of Tiberius
TIBERIUS

.\t Km. 17.1 wc rcach the town of Tiberias, rvhich

was foundecl by Herod Antiiras at the beginning of the

first century A.D. He narned the city in honour of the

Roman Iimperor Tiberius, and made it the Capital o{'

Galilee. The Jews refused to settle in Tiberias because

it was built on a cemetery, fearing Defilement.

Evidently this is the reason why Jesus avoided visit-
ing the r:ity, anri rvent right on to Capel'naum, at thtr

North end of tl-re sea. After the destruction of Jeru'.a-
Iem, however, by Titus in the year 70 A.D., the Jer+'s

had no alternative, and they were allowerl to live in
Tiberius.

During the Jewish \\"ar against the Romans, Josephus

F'lavius, then (lonrmancler of the Jewish rebel forces

in Galilee, built a fortified wall surrounding the whole
city.

At the Seconci (:entury A.D., the "Mishnah" ... the

first commentary on the Bible ... was edited here, as

well as the Jerusalem-Taln'rucl at the end of the Second

century. Later the motlern I-lebrew Alphabet \Yas

evrlved irr'l'ibelius.
Tiberius lies river (rlX) {eet lrelow sea level on the

sh.,res .,1 the "Kitttteretlt Se,l", als.-, c:llled the "Sea

#..ffil, &,&
.'q &_ ':.

. t:, ,t 
ri,:
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ol'(lal ilee", ilnr[ 'o(]t,neseretll,'",,ne oI l]rrecr lakes
through which the River Jordan florvs. Ruins of the
fortified wall-*, built of black basalt stone, can still
be seen close to the lake. In Tiberius there are a num-
ber of Tombs of Jewish Sages and scholars, among
'rvhom are Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakai, Rabbi Akib;
and Maimonides.

Rentoins ol Ancine S1'nagogue at (,'apernaunr

HOT MINERAL SPRINGS
ln the olden days, T'iberius was known as a curingl

centre for its famous Hot Springs. The water of the
Ilot Springs has a normal temperature of 62,6 and
contains Sodium Chloride, Sulphur, Iron, Common
Salt and Magnesium, and the city has developed to an

9l

rulr lo rlatc ht'alth t'esot'1. It has a lrolrulaIititr of a]loul
12,000, the majority of whom are Jews. There are

Christian Institutions, Churches and a fine Scottish
Hospital. Also modern new residential quarters, a

General Hospital, controlled hy the Hadassah Medical
Organization.

Tibrius was attacked by the invading Arab armies
before the termination of the British Mandate, but
were defeated and thrown back out of the Land of
lsrael.

Capernuam was anciently a very large city locatecl
on the East shore of the Sea of Calilee. But the Saviour:
spoke against it because of its wickedness, prophesy-
ing of its fall and rlesolation. There is not a building
left standing, only a portion of the olcl synagogtr.e. See

Matt. I l:23,24.

THE MIRACLE OF FEEDING THE MULTITUDE

At Km. 17.i is the Hospice of the German Catholic
Society rif the Holy Lancl on the traditional site of
Beth-Saida, the House of the Fishers, and which
vicinity Christ fed the multitude with bread and fish.
(John, I-43-44...VI, 1-14), (Luke, V-4-11). This
place is called at present "Tabgha". In the partly
restored Church one can see mosaic pictures on the
floor of loave,* of bread and fishes, also baskets of the
flragments. Ptoceeding on the side-road you reach
Capernaum in Hebrew, called "Kefar Nahum" and in
Arabic "Tel Hum". It is prohably the place where
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l;ishing in the Sea ol Gatilee

many miracles were performed by Jesus on different
o_ccassions. (Luke, VII:I-11), (Mart. lV; 13), (Mark.
II: 1-12). The ruins of the ancient Synagogue can also
be seen.

:,i 'tl . .
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Safad,
During the Jewish revolt against the Romans in the

first century A.D., the Jewish leader and commander
in Galilee Josephus Flavius, fortified the city of Seph,
believed to be the site of the present Safad. After the

destruction of the Second Temple in the year 70 A.D.
in Jerusalem, Safad became the centre of Jewish theo-
logical studies, and supported a considerable Jewish
population. Safad is the main district town of Upper
Galilee. The surrounding hills, the highest in the coun-
try, were used for strategic purposes, and in addition
beacons were lighted on them to inform Jews in the

surrounding countryside of their holidays and of the
beginning of a new month according to the Jewish
Calendar. The Crusaders fortified the city during the

eleventh century A.D., and after the defeat by the

Mohammedan leader 'oSaladin," Baldwin King of the

Latin Kingdom, took refuge there in the year 1157
A.D. In the year 1220 A.D. it was dmolished by the

Sultan of Damascus, but later restored and fortified
by the Templars. Then in the year 1266 Sultan Bei-
bars occupied the city. During the sixteenth century
Rabbinical schools sprang up. It was noted then as

the center, and in the year 1562 the first printing press

in the Middle East was established in Safad. In the
year 1759 a part of the city was destroyed by an earth-
quake. Napoleon occupied it in the year 1799 for onl,v

a short period, and in the year 1837 there was another
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Safad, CapitaL ol Upper Galilee

sel:ere earthquake, when many people were burried
under the ruins of the town. It is regarded by the
Orthodor Jews as a Holy city, but it dwindled under
the Turkish regime, and its present population is about
7,00{), all of u,hom are Jews. Its position among the
highest mountains in the country has resulted in recent
years of its becoming an important summer resort
center.

There are cultural centers, Hospitals, Synagogues,
Churches etc.

"If hat shall one then answer the messenger.e ol
the nations? That the Lord hath founded Zion,
and the poor itf Hir people shall trustrin 

ll,r."rn r*

Aere
Acre is situated on the N{editerranean coast ol{ the

main Haifa road to the Lebanon border, and is one

of the oldest cities in Israel, being mentioned in the

J'el-el-Amara tablets as a Phoenician settlement calletl
"Acca." During the early Biblical days it was one ol'

the towns of the Tribe Asher (Judges I). At one timtr

it was known as Ptolomeai-s, under the influence of
Ptolomeai-*, and is mentioned as such in Acts xxi. In
the earl,r* days of (,hristianity it was givett the ttanre

of "(leaserea (.llaudius", in hurr,tut of the Roman Ent-
peror. Acre port was oI great strategic imptrrtance in
anciettt times. The Arabs conquerecl it in the seventir

century A.D. and it remained under their r:ule until it
was captured by the Crusaders, who made it their port
fol war and merchant shipping.

For hundleds of years it has been lookecl upon atrcl

coveted as a prize by contending warriors' Occupied
in 1lB7 by Saladin it became an Arab stronghold:
captured by Richard the Lion Heart of iingland af-
tel a 20 day siege: then occupied by the Crusaders

after their defeat at the "Horns of Hattin", in Ior*'er

Galilee it became the headquarters of the orcler c,f

"St. John", and renamed "St. Jeand Acre', or St.

John of Acre: Captured in l29Iby the Sultan ''\lal:x
El Ashraf", it went under N{ohammedan t'ule: Becan--r

the heaclquarters of "sheikh I)aher el-Ornar'" in 1115

the Cilatearn tribe of Beduins a native rvltu lei,eilr :
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against the 'I'urkish r-ule : (Jccupied by ,,Dezzar Aly
med Pasha", the Lebanese Chieftan wlro built palaces
and fortifications there: Conquered by the Egyptian
"Ibrahim Pasha" in 1833 aftei the ciry was purity a"_
molished: and Bombarded in 1B4t by the combined
fleets of England and Austria, the city was again bacl-
ly damaged, with no trace left of the fortifrcations ofo'Djezzar Pasha". although a mosque built in his ho-
nor, and containing his tomb still exists.

Acre was industrialized in the recent years and has
a population of abour 10.000. 9.000 tf *ho* 

"r"Jews and one thousand Arabs, and Christians.
The remains of the Crusader,s Castle u,hich was

used by the N{anclatory as the Central prison of the
country, has now been turned partly to a Mental Hos-
pital.

Nuhurigu
Nahariya lies in Western Galilee, on the shores of

the Nlediterranean Sea, between Acre and the Lebanese
frontier "Post Rosh Hanikra" or .,Ras I Nakura,. It
was founded in the year 1934 A.D. by a group of
Cerman Jews and the last few years li tras-becam"
the most popular summer ."roit in Israel. Several
enterprises have been established there, and its 3.000
permanent inhabitants can accommodate thousands of
guests in Hotels and private houses. Accommodation
facilities, entertainments and other arrangemen[s for
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'I'ourists aud Holiday-makers are superintended by the
Local Council, and the rates are strictly controlled.
It has a long beach, popular with swimmers, as the
water is deep close to the shore. During the Mandator:r
rvhen Immigration restrictions were imposed on the
Jews, many of them entered the Land of Israel, then
called illegally through this beach.

Iktifct
Leaving Acre we proceed via a stretch of speerly

rlevelopment unclertakings, is one of the heaviest in-
rlustrial Zone in the Holy Land. This district is calletl
Haifa Bay or the Biblical name for this part is the
Valley of Zebulun. Before rve reach Haifa we cross
the narrow hridge of the river Kishon (I kings lB)
the site of the extermination of the Prophets of Baal.
Haifa the ancient city consisted of twin cities of "Syk-
Minum" (in Hebrew "shikmona' and hail u lurg"
Jewi-.h community in the time of the Seconcl Temple.

It was destroyed by the Crusaders in the eleventh
century A.D., and in a later period the city formed a

little agricultural settlement of no great importance.
After the occupation of the city by the British shortlv
before the end of the first World War the town began
to develop in great speed where large numbers of
Jewish immigrants settled upon entering the country.

In Biblical reference, Haifa was known under the
name "CARMEL" meaning in Hebrew "COD'S \;in-
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yard". Mt. Carmel is one of the most beautiful places
in the Holy Land, and is mentioned in (Isa. 35:2),
in (Song of Songs 7.), (I Kings 18: - 2I-40) and
(II Kings 4-22). On Mt. Carmel one can see a small
cave associated with the Prophet Elijah, situated in
the Carmelite Monastery of St. lJlijah. Fr:om Mt. Car:-

mel you can obtain a magnificent view of the Valley
of Jezreel, the Coast of Holy Land, Mountains of Le-
banon and Galilee. Another beautiful spot on the Mt.
Carmel is the Persian Cardens.

"'f ht
to!:cthcr

LLtrd doth buil,d up.[crusalcnr.. Hc gathart:d
thc outca.st.r ol l.trael".

I'salnrs 147 :2

I
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Caesarea. Remains ol ancient Romnn Fortress

Ilothlehorn
iJethlehern the name in Flebr:erv means the "House

of Bread", i-. one of the oldest cities in the Holy Lancl.
It is mentioned for the first time in the Otd Testamenr
(Cen. 35 :18), in connection with the death of Rachel
the wife of the Patriarch Jacob. h was also the home
of Boaz, Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 2:73-22). Berh-
lehem is the birthplace of David son of Jessee who
was anointed King of the Israelites (I Kings lI:4-
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43). It is also the birthplace ol Jesus (Matt. 2:l-6).
Here is where the first Christian Emperor of the Ro-
man Constantine erected a great Church over the ca-
vern which is the reputed site of the Manger, .where

Mary laid her first-born son. The Basilica is callecl
the "Church of the Nativity", and it is one of the
most famous Christian Shrines.

The name Bethlehem has the spiritual significance
being the home of David and Christ as the House of
"Bread of Life". It is also kr8*r, as Ephrath meaning
fertile. It must be remembered that this is Bethlehenr
of Judea.

Bethlehern was also the home of St. Jerome. rvh,-,

Rethlehem, General Vieu
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l)l'oduce(l his Latin translation of lhe flible krrown as
the Vulgate (Common) a;rproxinrately in the year.
420 A.D. In the sixth century A.D. King Justinian rhe
First, repaired the Church of the lrlativity. King Bald-
win the t'irst of the Latin Christian Kingdonr was
crowned as King of Jerusalem in the year 1I0l in the
"Church of the flativity". In the year 1143 A.D. the
Bezantine Emperor Emanuel Commenos covered the
walls of the Church with gilded mosaic and ordered
the roof covered with lead. King Edward the Fourth
of England supplied the lead, and the timber was
given by the French King Phillip of Burgundy for the
repairs of the Church in the middle of the fifteenth
century A.D. During the Turkish regime of the First
World War they stripped the lead from the roof and
turned it into bullets. In a later period the roof was
again covelecl with lead donated by the Chtistians ol
the Holy [,and. The population of tsethlehem is abour
8.000 the majority of whom are Christians of differerrt
denominations ancl a small community of Mohammed-
ans. From Bethlehem, from Kilometer 12, King Solo-
mon's pools can clearly be seen mentioned in Song.
of Solomon -tr:12, 13, ancl Eccl. 11:4-6. At Kilometer
29 "Ain Eh Diroueh" or "Philips Fountain' is locat-
ed, the place where Philip baptized the eunuch from
Queerr Candaic of Ethiopia. Acts B:26-39.

Ifobron
Hebron, once also known as Mamre (Gen. 1B), is

one of the most ancient cities in the World, according
to the Old Testament (Numhers 13). It is famous in
the Old Testament as the home of the Patriarch Ab-
raham, who after the death of his wife Sarah bought
from "Efrom the Hittite", a field containing the Cave

of ooMachpelah" (Gen. 23), a burial place for his

family. The cave traditionally contains the tombs of
Sarah, Abraham, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob Leah and

other Patriarchs. Hebron is also mentioned as one of
the cities of refuge (Jushua 10). King David ruled
the country for seven years from Hebron before con-

quering Jerusalem. His son Absalom was born in Heb-

ron Sam. 2:15. The town was occupied by the Mac-

cabeans in 156 B.C. and later destroyed by the Rt-,-

mans. From that time until the Mohammedan conquest'

the city was of minor imporance. Hebron is at present

and all Mohammedan town and is present population is

about 25.000. A short distance from Hebron on the

left from the main road is the wilderness of Ziph and

Maon. David was huntecl by King Saul. 2 Sam. 1 :13-
25. At Km. 83 we reach Beersheba.

ltii
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Ileershehu,
Beersheba means in Hebr:ew "Seven Wells". The

city is situated on the northern edge of the southern
desert region of the Holy Land known as rhe NEGEV.
It played an important role during the days of the
Patriarchs, mentioned in Genessis 2I:25 and 33, and
is also connected with the Biblical story of Hagar ancl
her son Ishmael. In Beersheba Abraham concludecl
the famous agreement with Abimelech, and Isaac the
only son of Abraham settled in Beersheba (Gen. 26).
Jacob then already known as Israel passed through
Beersheba on his way ro Egypt (Gen.), and Elijah
lived in Beersheba on his flighr from Jezreel (I Kings
19). It was the first town in the Holy Land to be occu-
pied by the British Army in the First World War.
Beersheba is rhe Capital of the NEGEV disrrict and
has a population of about 20.000 all of them Jews.

Fomr Beersheba leads a new road to the southern
end of the Dead Sea and SODOM. The Biblical So-
dom and Gomorrah Gen. 19, 24-29.In the close vici-
nity there is the famous Fortress called "MASSADA"
mentioned in "Josephus Seven 'Wars", 

Chapter B, 9.
In the year 70 A.D. after the destruction of Jerusalem
by Titus, the remaining Jewish defenders took their
last refuge in thi-" fortress. Their Jewish Commander
persuaded tirem to commit suicide after realizing that
the position was hopeless. In recent excavations the

Street in Beersheba

remains oi' corps weapons ancl -qlorcs havc lleen di--
coverecl proving the events.

From lleersheba a new Road leads to the gulf c,r

the Red Sea and its Biblical Porr E I L A T also knor,n
as AKABA, in approximately 950 B.C. King Solonr,n
built a naval base for hi-. ships at a nearby place call-
ed FITZION GABER.
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Gu,str,
Caza is situated in the plain of ,.Shefela,,, 

on the
Mediterranean coast south of Tel-Aviv. The Biblical
name Ibr it mentioned in Gen. 10. is ..A 

Z A H", o,The

Strong". It is also referred to in the ,.Tel-El_Amarna
Iablets" under the name ,,AZATI" 

and was tempora_
rily.inhabited by the philistines, and it,s tempie of
Baal Dagon the idol god was pulied down by Sa.nson,
crushing himself and the assemblecl wor.hippe.s be-
neath the ruins (Judges 15-i6). The ancient Cur, *",
situated on the main caravan route between Egypt and
Bab.ylon (I Kings 9), and frequently .hungJj'hands
cluring the constant struggles bef*e".,ih" t*o"E-pi."r.
Ill the year 529 B.C. the persian King Cambyr", *u.
delayed in Gaza while on his invasiJn of Egypt. In
the year :132 B.C. Alexander the Great was wounded
there, and destroyed it,completely when t" 

""ptr..Jthe city but afterwards became an important city un-
tler Mr-rhammedan rule. In the Ilth century A.D.,
King Baldwin the Second, built rhe Church of St. John
there which later was used for a Nlosque. Nupol.on
conquered Caza in 1799 d.D., cluring his invasion of
the Holy Land, and it became again a decisive Battle_
field when the British Fieldmarshal Allenbv in the
first World War defeated the Turks.

In Caza there are the reputed tombs of Samson and
Hashim the grandfather of ihe prophet Mohammed. Its
population is 25.000 all of whom are N{ohammedans.

ii+ffi
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Asealon
On the coastal Road towards Tel-Aviv we can visit

o'Ascalon" another of the five cities of the Philistines
in the Holy Land, connected with the Biblical events

with the tribe of Juda referred in I Sam. Chapter 6,

Judges Chapter 18-19, in connection with Samson.

Then it is also closely connected with the Crusader

period during the time of Richard the Lion Heart

of England.
The ruins of the above have been recently excavat-

ed and can be visited, situated close to the Sea shore,

of the Mediterranean.
The present Ascalon is a new sma1l town inhabited

by the returning Jews to the Hoiy Land.

Yebnah
A short distance from Ascalon is a small agricul-

tural Settlement bearing the same name Jabne, men-

tioned in 2 Chron. 26 and as "Yabniel" "meaning God

will build for me", mentioned by Josephus.
Here the refugees from Jerusalem in the days of

Titus found the only shelter and reorganized their
spiritual life in the Holy Land. Thence we proceecl

viao a fertile plain and agricultural setlements' one

of the oldest called "RISHON LE ZION" (first in
Zion), thence to Jaffa ancl Tel-Aviv.

9(
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Jaffa
Joffa is situated on the Meditteranean coast of the

Holy Land. The name is derived from the ancient
"Joppa" or Yaffa which means "beautiful' . It was
in the olden days a Phoenician city and for: sometime
was inhabited by the I']hilistines. It's coastal waters
are the scene of the miracle of the Prophet Jonah anrl
the Whale (Jonah I).l,ater, in the days of King So-
lomon, his friend "King Hiram" of Tyre has "sent the
cedar woods for the building of the Temple in Jeru-
salem from the Lebanon through the Port of .laffa
(2 Chron. II). The city was conquered by the N{ac-
cabeans in their struggle against the Greek oppressor,
King Antiochus Epiphanes, and they made it the port
for Jerusalem.

In the early days of Christianity Jaffa was the scene
of St. Peter's vision of the clean and unclean (Acts
ix), as well as of the raising of Tabitha (Dorcas))
Acts 9:36-43. The Crusader Richard the Lion-Heart
fortified the city in the year 1191 A.D., and it was de-
stroyed in the year 1267 by the Sultan Beibars. At the
end of the seventeenth century A.D. the city was re-
stored and the harbour was reconstructed. Then Na-
poleon conquered it during his invasion of the Holy
Land in the year 1799 A.D.. The old city is built on
rocks over one hundred feet above sea level. The pre-
sent population is about 35.000 the majority of whom
are Jews, and the l'est are Christians and Mohammedans.
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The city has now been alhliated to the Nlunicipality of
Tel-Aviv, ancl ther:e are various Christian institutions,
Schools, Ilospitals, Clhurches etc.

T'el-Acie
Tel-Aviv means in Helrrew the "l{ill of Spritrg".

It was founded in the year: 1909 A.D. by a group of
.Iaffa Jews who intencled to build a residential subur:b,

on about ten acles of cle-*olate san<l-dunes beside tht:

blue Mediter:ranean Sea. The land was purchased hy
the Jewish National F-unt[. More -*ancl-clunes were gra-
dually bought by private Jewish Capital and nerv

quarters grew accordingly. The enterprise was inter-
rupted in the micldle of the first worid War, when the

Turkish authorities ordered the immediate expulsion
of the Jervish population frorn the area. The Jews re-
turned to Tel-Aviv, however:, in the year 1917 A.D.
after the Fieldmarshal Allenby had occupied the coun-
try and established his headquarters in the neighbour-'
hood. After the first Saorld War thousancls of Zionist
pioneers streamecl into the country, ancl their first stop
was Tel-Aviv. Many of them stayed there for goocl

and the town grew considerably. New streets were built
and many more acres of sand-dunes became coverecl

with red-roofed houses and public gardens were laicl
out.

Tel-Aviv has at present a population of over illJ0
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lhousand practically all of thern are .lews. It i-. an
up-to-date modern city, which became a most im-
portant bu-*iness centel in the Holy Land, rvith bran-
ches of leading Banks ancl economic institutions.
lt is also an important industrial centre, ploducing all
kinds of goods, among them steel, industrial dia-
rnonds, cotton, wool textiles, pr:inting machinery, phar-
macetical pr:oducts, food cannecl proclucts etc. etc. Tel-
Aviv has a lairly gootl harbour on the Mediterranearr

The Main ,11'nagogue Tel Auil
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Sea. During the Second World War ancl the \\iar of
Independence of Israel, Tel-Aviv became a potential
production cenire of es,sential goocls. Tel-Avir. is alsrr
;rn important cultural center, having schools, kinder-
galdens, Teacher-. Training, Seminaries and (,ol-
Ieges. The Hebrew National l'heatle "H,\BIMAH",
the Israel Nationai Opera and many other Studios, the
Israel Philharmonic Orr:hestr.a, (ihoirs, Museums of
,\rt ancl Antiquities, Libraries Ar.t Galeries ancl other.
r,,ultural institutions are to be founcl in Tel-Aviv.
There are also many Hospitals, Clinics, Convalescent
I{omes, I)ispensaries and l,aboratories.



Ein Karem, birthltlace ol John the Baptist, lookin.g northuard

Rachel's Tomb, on Bethlehem Road

1-he Shepherds liield anrL BetlLlelrent., lool;ittg rue.stuarl

Ja[la, ancient Joppa. the place ot' Jonah'.s erperience
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